South  Carolina  to  provide 
long-term  relief  to  victims 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (BP)  —  South  World  Services  and  the  South  Carolina 
Carolina  Southern  Baptists  have  join-  Christian  Action  Council,  of  which  the 
ed  an  interfaith  task  force  designed  to  South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  is 
supply  $2  million  and  long-term  relief  a  member. 

to  victims  of  Hurricane  Hugo.  The  minimum  goal  of  the  program 

George  Bullard,  missions  division  is  to  rebuild  4,000  residences,  Bullard 
director  for  the  South  Carolina  Bap-  said,  noting,  “They  figure  60,000  peo- 
tist  Convention,  said  the  two-year  pro-  pie  will  be  touched  through  this 
gram  is  a  cooperative  effort  of  Church  ministry  effort.” 


Laymen  repair  roofs  on  Guadeloupe 


after  Hurricane  Hugo  hit  the  Caribbean.  The  group  also  helped 
rebuild  one  of  five  Guadeloupe  Baptist  churches  destroyed  in 
the  storm.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Ronald  Cantrell 


Richard  Parker,  a  layman  from  Lakewood  Baptist  Church  in 
Gainesville,  Ga.,  helps  repair  the  roof  of  a  home  belonging 
'  to  a  Baptist  church  member  on  Guadeloupe.  Parker  was  one 
Published  Since  1877  of  10  Georgia  Baptist  volunteers  who  helped  with  disaster  relief 
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Former  Muslim  details  U.S.  ‘Islamization’ 


By  Art  Tbalston  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice.”  America,  Asia,  Africa,  and  Australia,  another  popular  Da’wah  method,  Middle  East  and  North  Africa. 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  An  “in-  At  current  growth  rates  from  im-  he  reported.  Johnson  said.  Jimmy  Swaggart,  for  Another  third  are  from  Asia  and  a 

vitation”  to  Islam  is  being  extended  migration  and  conversion,  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  activists  are  example,  agreed  to  debate  a  South  third  are  mostly  black  American  con- 

to  the  United  States.  number  of  Muslims  in  the  United  not  followers  of  the  late  Ayatollah  African  Muslim,  Ahmad  Deedat,  at  verts,  Johnson  said.  There  may  be  as 

It’s  the  first  phase  of  a  long-term  ef-  States  should  reach  7  million  by  the  Khomeini.  They  belong  to  the  Sunni 

fort  to  push  the  nation  toward  year  2000,  Johnson  said.  branch  of  Islam,  which  claims  the 

“Islamization,”  according  to  former  Five  major  wings  of  organizations  large  majority  of  the  worid’s  Muslims. 

Muslim  activist  Steve  Johnson.  known  as  Muslim  Brotherhood  are  at  I_ - 

Johnson  gave  an  overview  of  the  the  forefront  of  U.S.  efforts,  Johnson  Shiite  sect. 

Islamic  movement  in  the  United  said.  He  singled  out  the  International  The  Sunni-Shiite  split  erupted  in  the 
States  to  administrators  at  the  Institute  of  Islamic  Thought  as  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  mo6t  influential.  It  was  founded  in  the  disagreement  over 

Board  in  Richmond,  Va.,  in  early  early  1960s  and  is  based  in  Reston,  rightful  successor. 

October.  Va.,  along  with  its  financial  arm,  the  Still,  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  has 

Johnson  was  director  of  Da’wah  SAAR  foundation. 

(the  Arabic  word  for  “invitation”)  in  The  institute  has  a  staff  of  less  than  Christians,  and 
the  United  States  and  Canada  for  the  100,  but  they  are  some  of  the  most  in-  westerners  are  in  a  conspir 
Islamic  Society  of  North  America  Potential  leaders  of  U.S.  Islamization  destroy  Islam,  Johnson  stated, 
from  1964  to  1967.  Prior  to  joining  the  efforts,  Johnson  said.  It  controls  a  11  I“~ 

Muslim  movement,  he  had  studied  for  number  of  other  U.S.  Muslim  groups, 
the  Jesuit  priesthood.  He  now  is  including  the  one  for  which  he  once 
associate  professor  of  English  at  In-  worked. 

diana  University  at  Indianapolis.  Another  of  the  five  Muslim 
Tb  Mus'lms,  Islamization  is  “a  JmtoSsStMteX  IffiSnWtaM 

EESSc'SSKnn^osa^to  UMue.  .to  operated  by  activists 

imnlement  the  entire  wav  of  life  from  Saudi  Arabia,  Johnson  said.  A 
implement  me  entire  way  ot  me  .  ,  .  .  ^  Musism 


the  University  of  Louisiana  several  many  as  75,000  white  American  con- 
years  ago.  In  such  events,  Muslim  verts,  two-thirds  of  whom  have  mar- 

_ o _ w _ w _  speakers  relish  pointing  out  perceiv-  ried  Muslims  and  nearly  half  of  whom 

Khomeini  was  from  the  minority  ed  inconsistencies,  mistakes  and  im-  are  former  Roman  Catholics,  he  said. 

moral  behavior  in  the  Bible,  Johnson  Because  most  Muslim  Brotherhood 
said.  They  also  call  into  question  the  activists  are  students,  a  person  is 
early  seventh  century  in  vehement  logic  of  Such  doctrines  as  the  TYinity.  most  likely  to  encounter  one  on  a  col- 
Muhammad’s  Offering  free  Arabic  classes  is  lege  or  university  campus,  Johnson 
another  Da’wah  method.  One  mosque  said.  But  in  the  black  community,  an 

_ t _ '*  '  !  in  Arizona  reported  that  such  instruc-  encounter  with  a  black  Muslim  is  far 

a  Khomeini-like  belief  that  Zionists,  tion  accounted  for  20  percent  of  its  more  likely  at  work  or  in  the 
'colonialist”  converts  to  Islam. 

to  The  United  States  is  becoming  a  key 
se  site  for  training  Muslims  in  outreach, 
to  Johnson  said.  Perhaps  the  most  inten- 
establishing  what  they  regard  as  sive  training  occurs  at  the  Islamic 
Allah’s  divine  plan  by  the  implemen-  Society  of  North  America’s  head- 
tation  of  Islamic  law.  quarters  in  Indianapolis,  he  said. 

As  the  ultimate  end  of  Muslim  About  60  Muslims  attend  each  sum- 
Brotherhood  labors,  Johnson  said,  mer  session.  Da’wah  training  also  is 
“people  agree  to  live  according  to  offered  at  Saudi  Arabia’s  embassy  in 
Islamic  law  or  there’s  jihad,  or  arm-  Washington  and  in  numerous 
ed  struggle  mosques. 
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Editorials . .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


100  years  in  Japan 


The  first  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  arrived  in  Japan  on  Nov.  5, 
1889.  As  Japan  Baptists  are  observing 
100  years  of  Baptist  work  in  that  na¬ 
tion,  a  Mississippi  partnership  group 
is  in  their  islands  to  aid  in  the  obser¬ 
vation.  Another  such  group  returned 
from  Japan  on  Oct.  17  after  conduc¬ 
ting  revival  services  in  more  than  20 
churches  during  week-long  efforts. 

The  visit  to  Japan  was  a  revealing 
one.  The  country  that  had  been 
destroyed  by  American  bombs  during 
World  War  II  has  rebuilt  itself  and  is 
now  the  weathiest  nation  on  earth. 

Living  expenses  are  also  about  the 
most  costly  on  earth.  Visitors  to  the 
country  during  the  first  wave  of  the 
evangelism  crusade  were  told  that 
Japan,  which  has  about  as  much  land 
area  as  California,  is  worth  more  in 
real  estate  values  than  all  of  the 
United  States. 

It  was  said  that  in  Tokyo  an  area  of 
three  square  meters  is  worth  $1 
million. 

So  it  is  into  a  land  of  self  sufficien¬ 
cy  and  high  technology  that  the 
Mississippi  teams  have  gone  to  carry 
the  gospel  to  a  people  who  don’t  know 
that  they  need  it  and  are  not  in¬ 
terested  in  finding  out. 

Yet  there  is  something  missing  in 
Japanese  life,  and  the  Japanese  know 
this. 

So  more  than  100  Mississippians 
will  have  visited  more  than  40  chur¬ 


ches  before  this  partnership  arrange¬ 
ment  runs  out  in  an  effort  to  tell  as 
many  as  possible  what  it  is  that  they 
are  missing. 

The  first  wave,  which  recently 
returned,  found  a  nation  of  gentle,  pa¬ 
tient  people  whose  hospitality  is 
remarkable.  They  have  to  be  patient. 
Traffic  moves  at  a  snail’s  pace  in 
Tokyo,  a  city  of  13  million  which  once 
was  the  world’s  largest. 

Yet  the  Baptists  travel  about  the  na¬ 
tion  in  whatever  way  they  can  to  carry 
out  the  effort  of  trying  to  get  the 
gospel  to  as  many  as  possible. 

At  this  point  there  are  290  churches 
and  missions  and  about  30,000  Bap¬ 
tists.  The  goal  is  by  the  year  2000  to 
have  500  churches  and  missions  and 
50,000  Baptists.  They  are  well  on  their 
way.  About  215  of  the  290  congrega¬ 
tions  are  organized  churches. 

And  the  organization  goes  on. 
Church  planters  are  constantly  seek¬ 
ing  ways  to  put  another  group  into 
operation.  This  is  done  in  the  face  of 
tremendous  obstacles  because  of  the 
cost  of  land  and  of  building. 

Gene  Hines,  who  wrote  the  book, 
Japan:  The  Challenge  and  the  Pro¬ 
mise,  is  in  the  midst  of  planning  a 
move  farther  west  in  the  Tokyo  area 
in  order  to  start  a  new  congregation. 
The  missionary  cannot  buy  a  house 
for  his  purposes  and  is  having  troubles 
finding  a  place  to  rent  in  order  to  get 
the  new  work  going. 

Hines’  book  is  the  one  scheduled  for 


foreign  mission  study  beginning  Nov. 
19. 

The  Japan  Baptist  Convention  is 
planning  to  sell  its  expensive 
downtown  property  and  move  to  the 
suburbs  in  order  to  have  extra  money 
to  invest  in  new  work. 

Japan  Baptists  are  as  determined 
in  their  evangelistic  efforts  as  the  na¬ 
tion  has  been  in  its  rebuilding  and 
growth. 

With  125  million  inhabitants,  every 
square  inch  of  Japan  is  used  for 
something,  although  almost 
everything  is  small.  Though  it  is 
crowded,  the  land  has  a  distinctive 
beauty  as  small  areas  are  used  for 
flower  gardens  and  attractive  land¬ 
scaping  as  well  as  for  growing 
produce. 

The  two-way  streets  are  akin  to 
alleys  in  the  United  States;, and  cars 
have  to  complete  for  space  with  peo¬ 
ple,  bicycles,  and  motor  scooters. 
Travelling  by  car  is  slow. 

An  efficient  train  system  with  split- 
second  timing,  however,  makes  that 
mode  of  trapsportation  attractive  and 
crowded. 

Buildings  go  up  instead  of  out,  and 
frequent  earthquakes,  though  minor, 
cause  them  to  sway  uncomfortably. 
The  first  group  experienced  one  that 
measured  a  3  on  the  scale,  which  was 
a  bit  more  severe  than  usual.  It  was 
the  second  of  the  week. 

The  Mississippi  tear  will  not  be 
able  to  even  scratch  a  surface.  But 


we  are  in  a  partnership  arrangement 
with  Japanese  Baptists,  and  we  must 
touch  the  only  source  of  power  that  is 
sufficient.  We  must  join  them  in 
prayer. 

Those  who  will  have  made  the  two 
trips  will  have  no  trouble  doing  so. 
This  is  a  call  for  all  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  life  to  join  in  those  prayers 
that  the  Lord  will  initiate  a 
breakthrough  in  Japanese  attitude 


and  bring  a  sweeping  revival  to  that 
land. 

Only  he  can  do  it,  but  he  can. 

The  Japanese  don’t  realize  their 
needs,  but  their  hospitable  ways  cause 
them  to  listen.  They  can  be  told. 

The  Baptist  Record  will  continue  a 
discussion  of  Japan,  its  Baptists,  its 
churches,  and  the  partnership  groups 
in  the  weeks  to  come. 


Baptist  Beliefs  .  .  . 

God:  both  just 

and  the  justifier 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 


By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 


‘That  he  might  be  just,  and  the 
justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in 
Jesus."  —  Romans  3:26 

Often  someone  expresses  his  hope 
for  salvation  on  his  belief  in  a  “just” 
God.  When  what  we  need  is  a  merciful 
and  gracious  God.  A  just  God  operates 
strictly  according  to  his  moral  and 
spiritual  laws.  If  God  were  just,  and 
only  just,  we  would  all  end  up  in  hell. 
God  is  just,  but  he  is  also  merciful  and 
a  God  of  grace. 

God  hates  sin,  but  he  loves  the  sin¬ 
ner.  And  He  never  condemns  sin 
without  also  offering  the  sinner  a  way 
to  be  saved  (Rom.  3:23-24).  As  just, 
God  cannot  ignore  sin;  but  as  mer¬ 
ciful,  he  cannot  leave  the  sinner 
without  hope  of  forgiveness.  How, 
then,  could  God  be  just  and  also  offer 
forgiveness  to  the  sinner?  Paul  tells  us 
in  Romans  3:26. 

God  in  Christ  became  a  flesh  and 
blood  man  (John  1:1,  14).  He  ex¬ 
perienced  every  temptation  common 
to  man,  but  not  once  did  he  sin  (Heb. 
4: 15).  In  Jesus  of  Nazareth  he  proved 
that  it  is  possible  to  live  in  a  flesh  and 
blood  body  in  a  sinful  society,  be 
tempted  in  all  points  like  as  we  are. 


without  committing  sin.  Thus  he  pro¬ 
ved  that  God  is  just  in  demanding  that 
we  do  the  same. 

Then  the  sinless  son  of  God  paid  the 
price  for  sin  (death,  Rom.  6:23)  in  our 
stead  as  He  died  on  the  cross.  Thus 
God  is  both  “just,  and  the  justifier  of 
him  which  believeth  in  Jesus”  (Rom. 
3:26).  Note  “of  him  which  believeth  in 
Jesus.”  Not  all  people  are 
automatically  saved  through  Jesus’ 
death  and  resurrection.  All  people  can 
be  saved,  but  only  as  they  believe  in 
Jesus  as  their  personal  Savior. 

Let  us  suppose  that  a  lost  person  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  final  judgment.  He  ac¬ 
cuses  God  of  being  unjust  in  his  de¬ 
mand  that  he  do  his  will  absolutely 
without  fail.  He  says,  “I  did  my  best, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  do  so.”  The 
Father  will  point  to  his  Son  seated  on 
his  right  hand,  and  say,  “One  did.  If 
one  did,  all  could.” 

Yes,  God  is  just.  But  he  is  also  “the 
justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in 
Jesus.”  Will  you  believe  in  him  now? 
For  your  only  hope  is  in  him  (Acts 
4:12). 

Herschel  Hobbs  is  pastor  emeritus 
of  First  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 


Affirmation  in  prayer 


The  fall  meeting  of  the  trustees  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  received  a 
great  deal  of  publicity  before  the  ses¬ 
sion  began.  All  the  trustees  received 
hundreds  of  letters  regarding 
Southwestern  Seminary.  It  has  been 
widely  circulated  that  there  would  be 
an  effort  to  fire  or  censure  Dr.  Russell 
Dilday,  president  of  the  Seminary. 
Among  the  correspondence  to  the 
trustees  was  a  letter  suggesting  that 
there  might  even  be  a  law  suit  against 
the  trustees. 

The  atmosphere  preceding  the 
trustees’  meeting  was  not  good  at  all. 
Several  hundred  people  appeared  at 
the  meeting  supporting  Dr.  Dilday 
and  made  a  statement  to  the  trustees 
in  support  of  the  president.  The  media 
had  many  representatives,  including 
one  national  magazine.  None  of  us 
knew  what  to  expect.  The  trustees 
voted  during  the  first  session  to  go  into 
executive  session.  The  vote  was  22  to 
11  in  favor  of  the  executive  session. 
There  were  strong  feelings  on  both 
sides  regarding  an  open  or  closed 
meeting.  The  trustees  met  during  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  sessions  of 
the  meeting  in  executive  session  and 
made  a  statement  to  the  press  and  the 


By  Bartis  Harper 

people  present  following  the  closed 
sessions. 

The  trustees  and  the  president  af¬ 
firmed  one  another  and  made  a 
pledge  of  mutual  support.  The 
trustees  and  the  president  covenanted 
together  to  cease  and  desist  from 
making  any  statements,  writings,  or 
engaging  in  any  activities  that  could 
be  interpreted  as  being  intentionally 
political.  They  covenanted  together  to 
do  their  best  for  the  interest  of 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

The  executive  session  was  very 
positive,  and  the  trustees  and  the 
(resident  came  away  with  a  good  feel¬ 
ing.  The  session  ended  with  all  the 
trustees  and  the  president  down  on 
their  knees  praying  for  Southwestern. 
It  was  a  very  moving  experience  for 
all  who  had  a  part  in  the  process. 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  the 
meeting  included  the  election  of  Scot¬ 
ty  Wayne  Gray  as  executive  vice- 
president  of  Southwestern.  Also  the 
trustees  voted  to  promote  John  P. 
Newport  to  vice-president  of 
academic  affairs  and  provost  and 
distinguished  professor  of  philosophy 
of  religion.  Very  few  faculty  members 
reach  the  rank  of  distinguished 


professor. 

The  trustees  approved  a  procedure 
of  election  of  faculty  members.  The 
recommendations  will  continue  to 
come  from  the  president,  vice- 
presidents,  faculty  members, 
trustees,  and  others.  The  election  of 
the  candidate  will  be  made  by  the 
trustees.  The  state  trustee  or  the  area 
trustee  in  which  the  candidate  lives 
plus  the  chairman  of  the  academic  af¬ 
fairs  committee  will  be  involved  ear¬ 
ly  in  the  process  in  helping  to  find 
qualified  people  to  serve  on  the 
seminary  faculty. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  trustees’ 
meeting  was  the  announcement  that 
the  Fort  Worth  Campaign  in  the  “Up¬ 
ward  90”  Endowment  Drive  was 
highly  successful  with  over  $6  million 
being  committed.  All  were  extreme¬ 
ly  pleased  over  such  a  successful 
campaign. 

The  spirit  and  morale  of 
Southwestern  are  very  high,  and  all 
Southwestern  people  can  rejoice 
together  for  the  very  successful 
trustees’  meeting. 

Bartis  Harper,  pastor  of  Tylertown 
Church,  is  Southwestern  trustee  from 
Mississippi. 
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Letter  writers  meet  after 
60  years  of  correspondence 


f  *  k  i‘4;  •  ■  FJ  There  had  been  two  generations  of  wrote  the  first  letter.  The  Japanese  A  former  pastor,  Dennis  Johnsey, 

jgrf  '  &€*; <MSd i  letter  writers  with  correspondence  girl  responded,  and  the  cor-  now  pastor  of  First  Church! 

BC'*  .  '  JMW  flowing  between  Japan  and  Mississip-  respondence  got  under  way  in  1929.  Pascagoula,  was  also  a  part  of  the 

yWi”-  ’  ^  pi  before  the  second  generation  The  girls  exchanged  gifts  and  did  crusade;  and  another  former  pastor, 

Wr*"  ‘  writers  became  the  first  to  meet  as  a  other  things  for  their  counterparts  Paul  Thibodeaux,  is  a  missionary  in 

.tZL  jRML&Pmfa  part  of  the  evangelism  partnership  ar-  Judith  was  part  of  the  Mississippi  Eastern  Europe. 

A fx1* rangement  between  Japan  and  Baptist  team  that  went  to  Oizumi  Judith  went  to  Japan  with  the  ex- 
?fflss .  f  Mississippi.  Church  for  the  partnership  crusade,  press  purpose  of  meeting  Yumiko  and 

WsK;  B  ’  Judith  Blackledge  of  Laurel,  Miss.,  Other  members  of  her  team  were  Don  enlisted  the  aid  of  Rennie  Ohtani,  the 

,  k9;'  an^  Yumiko  Okamoto  of  Osaka,  Dobson,  pastor  of  Collins  Church  in  Mississippi-born  wife  of  a  Japanese 

Japan,  were  the  first  of  the  family  Collins,  and  June  Noland  of  Mantee  pastor,  to  help  her  make  the  contact 
members  to  meet  as  they  visited  in  Judith  formerly  lived  in  Mantee;  and  Mrs.  Ohtani  is  also  from  Laurel.  She 
>  V  ip!i  \  the  guest  room  at  Oizumi  Baptist  it  was  her  father,  Lonzo  Skelton,  who  became  a  missionary  after  attending 

Church  in  Tbkyo.  Their  mothers,  both  established  a  foundation  in  Mantee  Southwestern  Seminary  on  a  scholar- 
still  living,  had  begun  corresponding  that  provides  for  missions  trips  for  the  ship  provided  by  the  Mississippi 
Judith  Blackledge,  left,  of  Laurel,  Miss.,  and  Yumiko  Okamoto  of  Osaka,  Japan,  60  years  ago.  The  American,  Annie  church’s  pastors.  The  present  pastor,  WMU.  She  married  her  pastor  and 
examine  a  dress  made  for  Yumiko  when  Yukimo  was  about  five  years  of  age.  The  Lee  Collins,  found  the  name  of  her  Paul  Miller,  was  the  preacher  for  had  to  give  up  her  missionary  status, 
two  were  the  first  family  members  to  meet,  though  members  of  the  families  had  been  Japanese  counterpart  in  a  Woman’s  another  team  that  worked  at  Hino  and  but  she  still  works  in  Japan  Baptist 
corresponding  for  60  years.  Missionary  Union  magazine  and  Okubo  churches  during  this  trip.  (Continued  on  page  4) 


“See  you  at  the  convention !" 


The  Second  Front  Page 


By  Dennis  L.  Johnsey,  chairman 
Committee  on  Order  of  Business 


It’s  that  time  of  year  again.  How  I 
look  forward  to  Convention  time  each 
fall!  With  the  changing  colors  of  the 
trees  to  the  cool  crispness  in  the  air, 
I  know  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  is  around  the  corner.  Seeming¬ 
ly  weeks  before  the  November  date  I 
start  anticipating  what  may  happen 
in  those  three  short  days  in  Jackson. 

Nostalgia  interrupts  my  anticipa¬ 
tion  and  I  begin  to  remember  the  past 
Conventions  I  have  attended.  Since 
1971 1  have  made  the  annual  trek  to 
Jackson  and  have  enjoyed  each  Con 
vention  in  a  different  way.  Surprising¬ 
ly  no  two  have  been  alike. 

Recently  I  began  evaluating  my  an¬ 
nual  activities.  I  have  been  told  by 
consultants,  that  is,  those  who  travel 
and  carry  briefcases,  that  it  is 
valuable  to  an  individual  to  do  this.  Of 
course,  time  away  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  would  come  in  this 
evaluation. 

So  I  began  asking  questions, 
another  suggestion  by  the  consultants, 
as  to  why  I  take  three  days  out  of  my 
life  every  year  and  attend  a  meeting 
with  1,200  or  more  other  people?  Why 
do  I  spend  budget  money  on  such  a 
trip?  Would  I  enjoy  three  days  of  golf 
more?  Maybe  1  shouldn’t  ask  that 
question.  Why  do  I  sit  and  listen  to 
business  sessions  and  sermons  when 
I  can  be  saturated  with  those  things 


in  my  own  church? 

While  these  are  not  earth-shattering 
questions,  they  did  help  me  unders¬ 
tand  myself  and  Baptists.  This  year  I 
am  excited  about  being  a  part  of  the 
first  Convention  to  meet  in  the  new 
facilities  of  that  great  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jackson,  Miss. 

I  am  pleased  that  a  South  African, 
Dr.  Don  Wilton,  will  open  his  Bible  and 
teach  Bible  truths  each  session. 
Curiosity  of  who  will  be  our  next  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Convention  has  caught  my 
attention.  Prayerfully  I  am  hoping  for 
solutions  to  many  of  the  problems  that 
have  plagued  our  Convention  this  last 
year.  I  am  ready  to  give  honor  to  a 
great  leader  of  our  Baptist  work  and 
to  be  introduced  to  our  new  leader.  I 
want  to  listen  to  Tommy  Vinson 
preach  from  the  gospel  of  John,  lb  be 
honest,  I  can  hardly  wait  to  hear  E. 
V.  Hill  preach  an  Wednesday  morning. 

Besides  all  of  this  I  know  I  will  visit 
with  old  friends  and  have  the  privilege 
of  meeting  new  ones.  There  will  be 
time  to  drink  coffee  and  swap  stories 
with  fellow  ministers.  No  wonder  I  am 
excited!  What’s  that  I  feel  in  the  air 
—  it’s  getting  cooler.  It  must  be  time 
for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  See  you  there! 

Dennis  Johnsey  is  pastor,  First, 
Pascagoula. 


The  annual  conference  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Ministers’  Wives  will  take 
place  Nov.  13,  1-4:45  p.m.  at  First 
Church,  Jackson. 

The  program  will  consist  of  four 
simultaneous  conferences  with  par¬ 
ticipants  choosing  two  to  attend. 

Titles  of  the  conferences  include: 
“Bloom  —  Our  Visible  Ministry,”  Jed 
by  Carol  Simmons  and  Linda  Don¬ 
nell;  ‘The  Minister’s  Wife:  Your 
Place  in  the  Ministerial  Call,”  led  by 
Joy  Yates;  “Help  for  the  Wounded 
Helpers,”  led  by  Bradley  Pope;  and 
“My  Role  as  Wife  and  Mother,”  led  by 
Ron  Mumbower  and  Dottie  Hudson. 

Simmons  and  Donnell  speak 


together  on  women’s  health  and  at¬ 
tractiveness.  Yates  is  wife  of  James 
Yates,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Yazoo 
City.  Pope  is  a  staff  counselor  at  the 
Shepherd’s  Staff  in  Jackson.  Mum- 
bower  is  minister  of  counseling  at 
First  ChurchSJackson.  AfRflTudSon 
works  full  time  in  counseling  at  First 
Church,  Jackson.  f  ' 

Tb  register  for  the  conference,  write 
Julius  Thompson,  Church  Administra¬ 
tion-Pastoral  Ministries  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Nursery 
care  will  be  provided  for  children 
through  the  age  of  five  years. 
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Dilday,  trustees  discuss 
‘family  matters’  privately 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  -  The 
president  and  trustees  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  discussed 
“family  matters”  behind  closed  doors 
for  nearly  five  hours  Oct.  17. 

When  they  emerged,  they  issued  a 
three  paragraph  statement  of  affir¬ 
mation  and  warning,  directed  at 
President  Russell  Dilday  and  the 
36-member  board  of  trustees. 

Trustee  Chairman  Ken  Lilly,  a 
medical  doctor  from  Fort  Smith,  Ark., 
read  the  statement  to  the  gallery  of 
about  250  people  at  the  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  seminary: 

“Our  executive  session  consisted  of 


By  Dan  Martin 

healthy  dialogue  in  which  we  all 
acknowledged  our  differences  and 
failings. 

“We,  the  trustees  and  Mr.  President 
hereby  affirm  one  another  and  pledge 
our  mutual  support. 

“Because  of  the  sensitivity  of  the 
issues  involved,  we  covenant  together 
as  trustees  and  president  to  cease  and 
desist  from  making  any  statements, 
or  writings,  or  engaging  in  any  ac¬ 
tivities  that  could  reasonably  be  inter¬ 
preted  as  being  intentionally  political 
in  nature,  all  the  while  seeking  to  deal 
with  each  other  and  the  institution  we 
serve  in  truth  and  love” 


Ministers’  wives  will  meet 
in  Jackson  November  13 


Simmons  and  Donnell 


Pope 


Lilly’s  reading  of  the  statement  was 
greeted  by  polite  applause  "That’s  it,” 
he  said,  as  he  moved  trustees  into 
regular  business. 

Dilday,  who  has  headed  the 
4,800-student  seminary  for  11  years, 
interrupted  regular  business  after  Lil¬ 
ly  had  read  the  statement  to  say  he 
wanted  a  time  to  “let  everybody  kind 
of  rejoice  in  what  has  happened.” 

"There  was  a  unanimous  expression 
of  coming  together  after  a  long  and 
orderly  and  very  positive  process  of 
discussion,”  he  said. 

“The  statement  came  about  in  a 
very  providential  way,”  he  added. 
‘The  board  gathered  around  here 
with  me  on  our  knees.  We  pledged  our 
best;  we  covenanted  —  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  word  —  as  trustees  and  president 
to  abide  by  the  very  best  part  of  this 
statement  to  the  very  best  of  our 
ability. 

“The  board  has  taken  a  very 
positive  and  strong  step  that  will  en¬ 
sure  a  strong  future  for  this 
seminary,”  he  added. 

Trustees  called  for  the  executive 
session  after  some  —  including 
former  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
FTesident  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  —  said 
they  feared  a  “circus-like  at¬ 
mosphere”  would  be  generated. 

They  voted  22-11  to  conduct  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  session  after  Draper,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Euless,  Tex.,  said 
trustees  needed  to  deal  with  a  “fami¬ 
ly  matter”  in  discussing  “some  things 
with  the  president.” 

After  the  vote  to  hold  the  executive 
session,  Dilday,  in  his  report  to 
trustees,  said  he  would  “rather  have 
had  the  session  open  to  Baptists 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


BJCPA  suggests  churches 
avoid  government  funding 


to  focus  o 


Causey  sermon 

NOV.  anri  rfirwtnr  nt  asking  (him 

iven  earnestly  in  prayer”  and  to  Iwid 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— The  Baptist  Church,  Austin,  Texas,  and  a  taskforce  “that  might  deal  with 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  representative  of  the  National  Baptist  theological  and  ethical  issues  and 
adopted  resolutions  on  two  controver-  Convention  of  America.  with  the  possible  role  of  organized 

sial  issues  as  well  as  a  proposed  Other  officers  are  Landrum  Leavell,  religion  in  dealing  with  such  issues  in- 
1990-91  budget  during  its  annual  president  of  New  Orleans  Seminary,  elude  representatives  of  the  religious 
meeting  Oct.  2-3  in  Washington.  (SBC)  first  vice  chairman;  Tai  community.” 

One  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  Shigaki,  a  layperson  from  St.  Paul,  Members  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
the  48-member  committee  dealt  with  Minn.,  (ABC)  second  vice  chairman; 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Health  and  Charles  G.  Adams,  pastor  of  Hart- 
and  Human  Services’  Taskforce  on  ford  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Detroit, 

Youth  Suicide  while  the  other  dealt  (Progressive  National  Baptist  Con- 
with  the  right  of  religious  institutions  vent  ion)  secretary, 
to  enforce  their  religious  doctrines  The  BJC,  a  coalition  of  nine  Baptist 
and  practices.  bodies  in  the  United  States  and 

Both  of  the  adopted  resolutions  —  Canada  that  deals  with  religious  liber- 
which  had  been  passed  in  more  ty  and  separation  of  church  and  state 
strongly  worded  versions  by  the  issues,  also  were  told  J.  Brent  Walker 
Southern  Baptist  Public  Affairs  Com-  has  been  named  associate  counsel  for 
mittee  -  dealt  with  some  aspect  of  the  organization, 
homosexuality.  The  BJC  declined  to  Walker,  who  will  assist  General 


Golden  Gate  loses  cash 
on  property  sale  delay 


tions  to  enforce  their  religious  doc¬ 
trines  and  practices,  including  their  By  Eddy  Oliver  and  Herb  Hollinger 

-  -  the [r  f a cul U es ' *srta f ff °m e mbe rsh ips*  MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  -  -  Approved  name  changes  for  its 

adopt  two  other  resolutions  adopted  Counsel  Oliver  S.  Thomas,  is  a  Golden  Gate  Seminary  trustees  heard  religious  education  degree  programs. 

graduate  of  the  University  of  Florida,  8  ps  '  a  report  on  development  of  the  —  Voted  to  close  its  doctor  of 

The  issue  was  brought  to  national  Stetson  University  College  of  Law  and  It  suggested  that  “religious  institu-  seminary’s  property  and  approved  a  philosophy  program,  with  the  last 

attention  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms,  R-N.C.,  Southern  Seminary.  tions  that  wish  to  claim  their  right  to  loan  to  cover  related  costs  during  class  to  be  admitted  in  May  1990. 

and  the  initial  resolution  urged  Members  adopted  a  resolution  that  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  religion  their  fall  meeting  Oct.  11-12.  —  Accepted  resignations  of  trustees 

Southern  Baptists  “to  urge  their  con-  noted  the  report  of  the  taskforce  on  to  refuse  direct  government  funding  The  seminary  here  is  facing  a  Clark  Johnson  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and 
gressmen  to  wholeheartedly  support  youth  suicide  “includes  a  paper  which  because  accepting  it  compromises  the  cumulative  budget  deficit  for  a  three-  Jim  Rives  of  Van  Nuys,  Calif, 

the  efforts  of  Sen.  Helms  in  halting  criticizes  the  theological  and  ethical  free  exercise  rights  of  such  institu-  year  period  of  more  than  $300,000  —  Encouraged  seminary  ad- 

these  unconscionable  abuses  of  tax-  teachings  of  Baptist  and  Catholic  tions  and  lead  inevitably  to  an  because  of  a  portion  of  the  Mill  Valley  ministrators  to  seek  volunteer  labor 

payer  funds."  churches  on  homosexuality.”  unhealthy  entanglement  between  campus  that  was  u>  be  bought  by  a  to  do  necessary  emergency 

The  committee,  however,  The  adopted  resolution  calls  on  the  church  and  state.”  private  developer  has  not  sold,  maintenance, 

substituted  a  more  generic  “Helms  Department  of  Health  and  Human  A  resolution  adopted  by  the  PAC  but  trustees  were  told.  Eddy  Oliver  writes  for  the 

amendment”  not  mentioning  Helms  Services  “to  refrain  from  dictating  or  not  recommended  to  the  BJC  con-  Consequently,  the  seminary  lost  seminary;  Herb  Hollinger  edits  the 

by  name.  appearing  to  dictate  the  policies,  cerned  the  controversy  over  funding  $580,000  in  income  from  potential  sale  California  Southern  Baptist. 

The  resolution  was  not  presented  to  teachings,  or  behavior  of  churches”  for  the  National  Endowment  for  the  proceeds  for  the  989-90  fiscal  year, 

the  BJC  when  it  was  voted  down  2-1.  and  recommended  that  any  future  Arts.  said  Gordon  Ferchu,  vice  president  for 

Sam  Currin,  a  former  legislative  aide  business  affairs, 

to  Helms,  supported  the  resolution  _  __  __  “We  are  hoping  the  sale  will  go 

while  the  other  members,  John  "" 

Binder,  executive  director  of  the  North 
American  Baptist  Conference,  Oak 
Park,  Ill.,  and  Earl  Trent,  house 
counsel  for  the  Board  of  National 
Ministries  of  the  American  Baptist 
Churches,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  opposed 

The  BJC  also  adopted  a  proposed  By  Mere  K„»  shortfall.  Fercho  explained 

1990-91  budget  of  $722,772.  Southern  WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Paul 

Baptist  member  Tbm  Pratt,  pastor  of  Pressler,  a  Houston  judge  and  vice  am  grateful  to  Judge  Pressler  for  his  related  to  the  property  development 

Calvary  Baptist  Church  of  Brighton,  chairman  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ex-  . 

Colo.,  noted  the  SBC  was  being  asked  ecutive  Committee,  has  turned  down 

to  increase  its  contribution  from  President  Bush’s  nomination  to  direct  Contacted  in  Houston  Oct.  18, 

$391,248  in  1988-89  to  $403,556  in  1989-90  the  U.S.  Office  of  Government  Ethics.  Pressler  told  Baptist  Press:  “The  T  < 

and  asked  why.  But  Pressler  has  accepted  a  part-  president  and  I  have  reached  an  I  jpTT pv  \^Y*1 

Dunn  said  the  SBC  was  the  only  time  administration  appointment,  agreement,  and  an  announcement  ▼▼  X  J 

constituent  of  the  nine  which  had  cut  which  is  to  be  announced  later  this  will  be  forthcoming  within  the  next  /»  s 

its  contributions,  noting  the  1987  fun-  fall.  month.  q  ffpv*  All  -»■ 

ding  from  the  SBC  was  $448,000,  and  Pressler  met  in  the  Oval  Office  with  “The  new  position  will  allow  me  to  d-1.  LCI  U  V  y 

the  new  request  does  not  get  funding  President  Bush,  Vice  President  Dan  stay  on  the  bench,  maintain  my  " 

back  to  the  previous  level.  Quayle,  and  White  House  Chief  of  residence  in  Houston,  and  to  stay  on  (Continued  from  page  3)  that  Yumiko  heard  the  gospel  for  the 

As  part  of  the  budget  discussion,  Staff  John  Sununu  Oct.  11.  At  that  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  life  She  is  a  music  teacher  in  the  first  time  as  she  attended  a  women’s 

committee  members  were  given  a  time,  Pressler  declined  to  accept  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  If  I  had  seminary.  Her  husband  is  pastor  of  Oi  Bible  study  with  Judith  before  the  two 

listing  of  donations  made  to  the  BJC  top  federal  ethics  post  but  indicated  taken  the  other  (Office  of  Government  Church  in  Osaka.  went  to  the  church  to  continue  their 

by  associations,  churches,  individuals,  he  would  be  willing  to  serve  in  another  Ethics)  position,  I  realized  from  the  Neither  of  the  first-generation  girls  meeting. 

other  Baptist  entities,  and  state  con-  capacity,  he  said.  very  beginning,  I  would  have  had  to  was  married  when  the  cor-  It  was  a  Mississippi  story  from  the 

ventions  from  Oct.  1,  1988,  to  Oct.  1,  In  a  statement  released  by  the  resign  the  position  on  the  Executive  respondence  began.  They  wrote  until  beginning  to  the  meeting  at  Hiroshi 

1989.  The  report,  which  complies  with  White  House  press  secretary’s  office  Committee.  I  have  an  obligation  to  the  beginning  of  World  War  II  and  Kajiki,  a  -  member  <Jf  the  Oizumi 

a  newly  adopted  policy  of  the  SBC  Ex-  to  Baptist  Press  Oct.  18,  President  serve  out  the  term  to  which  I  have  then  lost  contact  temporarily  Follow-  church,  told  the  Baptist  Record  about 

ecutive  Committee  requiring  full  Bush  said:  been  elected  by  Southern  Baptists.”  ing  the  war  they  got  in  touch  with  each  the  meeting  and  insisted  that  the 

financial  disclosure,  shows  associa-  “Judge  Paul  Pressler  is  a  man  Fhmily  considerations  also  prompted  other  again  and  resumed  the  writing,  paper  be  present.  Kajiki,  who  speaks 

tions  contributed  $250;  churches,  whom  I  have  known  and  admired  for  his  decision,  Pressler  added:  “My  Subsequently,  each  married  and  flawless  English,  was  in  the  travel 
$43,574.46;  individuals,  $22,043.30;  many  years.  His  integrity,  outstanding  wife’s  father  is  quite  ill,  and  my  had  a  family.  With  the  birth  of  the  two  business  before  he  went  to  work  for 

other  Baptist  entities,  $9,969.60;  and  qualifications,  and  exhibition  of  the  parents  have  expressed  a  strong  daughters,  the  mothers  began  ex-  the  Japan  Baptist  Mission.  In  the 

state  conventions,  $26,139.38,  for  a  total  highest  ethical  standards  prompted  desire  that  I  not  leave  Houston.  They  changing  pictures,  clothes,  and  gifts,  course  of  his  travel  work,  he  dealt 

of  $101,976.74.  me  to  again  urge  him  today  (referr-  have  wanted  me  to  take  greater  A  dress  that  was  made  by  Mrs.  with  students  at  Mississippi  State 

Members  also  were  provided  infor-  ing  to  the  Oct.  11  meeting)  to  accept  responsibility  in  family  business  mat-  Skelton  for  Yumiko  when  she  was  a  University  from  time  to  time  and  at- 

mation  on  the  specific  donors,  but  the  nomination  as  director  of  the  Of-  tors.  Our  son  only  recently  has  had  ad-  child  was  brought  to  the  meeting  at  tended  First  Church,  Starkville,  when 

were  told  the  data  was  for  their  own  fice  of  Government  Ethics.  ditional  grand  mal  seizures.  He  is  Oizumi.  Parasols,  kimonos,  and  other  he  was  visiting  on  that  campus, 

use.  Representatives  of  the  media  “Unfortunately,  Judge  Pressler  in-  pretty  well  stabilized  now,  but  my  wife  such  gifts  had  been  exchanged  Kajiki  provided  the  transportation 

were  told  they  could  not  look  at  the  forms  me  that  due  to  professional,  and  I  are  worried  about  the  through  the  years.  from  the  Japan  Baptist  Convention 

information.  religious,  and  Tamily  obligations,  he  destabilization  of  his  situation  which  The  daughters  began  to  write  each  headquarters  to  the  church,  no  little 

When  Southern  Baptist  member  is  unable  to  accept  a  full-time  govern-  could  result  from  a  move.  All  those  other  30  years  ago  when  Yumiko  had  accomplishment  in  Tokyo  traffic  that 

Roy  Gean  Jr.,  an  attorney  from  Fort  ment  position  at  this  time.  He,  are  prominent  factors."  enough  command  of  English  to  make  required  about  two  hours  each  way. 

Smith,  Ark.,  copied  data  out  of  the  therefore,  withdrew  his  candidacy  for  During  a  mid-October  interview  it  possible.  Yumiko  Okamoto  also  had  to  travel 

book,  the  committee  was  again  told  director  of  the  Office  of  Government  with  Baptist  Press,  Pressler  said  that  Anne  Harrington,  a  missionary  about  two  hours  each  way  to  get  to  the 

the  material  is  ‘Confidential  informa-  Ethics.  I  am  disappointed  by  that  while  the  full-time  ethics  job  would  journeyman  from  Houston,  Miss.,  meeting  site,  but  she  made  the  trip 

tion.  We  want  everyone  to  be  faithful  decision.  have  required  Senate  confirmation  found  Yumiko  in  Japan  two  years  ago.  from  Osaka  to  Tokyo  to  be  there, 

to  that."  “However,  Judge  Pressler  assured  and  the  new  part-time  post  will  not,  She  is  now  a  seminary  student.  Ren-  In  spite  of  travel  difficulties, 

The  committee  elected  Binder  as  me  that  he  would  be  willing  to  accept  both  positions  require  FBI  clearance,  nie  Ohtani  made  the  arrangements  however,  it  was  a  meeting  that  will 

new  chairman,  succeeding  Marvin  another  position  that  would  not  con-  and  that  has  been  granted.  ~  and  was  present  for  the  meeting.  live  long  in  the  memories  of  those  who 

Griffin,  pastor  of  Ebenezer  Baptist  flict  with  his  personal  obligations.  We  Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor.  A  by-product  of  the  meeting  was  participated. 


by  PAC. 


Israel  may  receive 
great  influx  of  Soviets 

through  before  the  end  of  this  year  but  ASHQELON,  Israel  (EP)  —  On  the 
are  taking  steps  in  case  it  doesn’t  hap-  eve  of  what  promises  to  be  the 
pen,”  he  said.  greatest  influx  of  Soviet  Jews  into 

Seminary  staff  identified  $635,199  in  Israel  since  the  country  began  several 
reductions  from  the  seminary’s  $5.6  decades  ago,  social  and  political 
million  budget.  Several  open  positions  analysts  are  saying  that  Israel  is  ill- 
will  remain  vacant  to  help  with  the  prepared  to  absorb  those  of  differing 

religious  practices  into  the  country. 
Trustees  also  approved  borrowing  Israeli  government  and  Jewish 
will  explore  the  available  options.  I  almost  $2.1  million  to  cover  costs  agency  officials  predict  that  50,000  or 
am  grateful  to  Judge  Pressler  for  his  related  to  the  property  development  more  Soviet  Jews  could  reach  Israel 
enthusiastic  support  and  agreement  project.  in  the  next  several  years,  as  Soviet 

to  serve  our  country.”  In  other  action,  the  trustees:  emigration  laws  relax. 
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FMB  elects  exec  VP,  cites 
advances  made  in  1980s 


Jones  County  will  sponsor 
special  Halloween  program 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Trustees 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  elected  an  executive  vice 
president,  discuss¬ 
ed  a  proposal  to 
purchase  school 
property  in 

Belgium  and  com¬ 
mended  Southern 
Baptist  churches, 
pastors  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  for 

outstanding 
results. 

In  other  action 

Kammerdiener  at  their  0ct  u 

meeting,  trustees  voted  a  $174.9 
million  budget  for  1990,  appointed  38 
new  missionaries,  honored  72  retiring 
missionaries,  heard  reports  of  world 
evangelism  efforts  and  listened  to  a 
note  of  caution  on  a  downward  trend 
in  missionary  appointments. 

Donald  R.  Kammerdiener,  vice 
president  for  mission  work  in  the 
Americas,  was  unanimously  elected 
executive  vice  president-elect  to  suc¬ 
ceed  William  R.  O’Brien.  O’Brien  ask¬ 
ed  to  be  relieved  of  the  executive  vice 
presidency  when  his  wife,  Dellana 
O’Brien,  was  named  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union.  O’Brien,  who  will 
work  out  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  will 
become  a  top  special  assistant  to 
board  President  R.  Keith  Parks  Jam 
1. 

Parks  said  the  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent’s  role  will  expand  in  January  to 
include  direction  of  the  board’s  day- 
to-day  operations  to  free  the  president 
to  concentrate  on  broad  mission 
policy,  world  mission  strategy,  and 
planning. 

Kammerdiener,  a  27-year  foreign 
missions  veteran,  also  will  represent 
Parks  in  his  absence. 

The  budget,  which  will  support 
some  3,800  missionaries  in  116  coun¬ 
tries,  represents  a  $7.2  million  in¬ 
crease  over  1989  —  built  on  rising 
revenues  from  Southern  Baptists’  an¬ 
nual  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  foreign  missions. 

While  an  upturn  in  Lottie  Moon  giv¬ 
ing  has  brightened  budget  prospects, 
missionary  appointment  statistics 
emphasize  “a  bright  amber  caution 
light”  for  the  years  ahead,  said 
Harlan  Spurgeon,  vice  president  for 
mission  personnel. 

Spurgeon  urged  trustees  to  join  in 
an  effort  to  turn  around  what  could 
develop  into  a  serious  downward  trend 
in  missionary  appointments.  The 
number  of  missionaries  appointed  an¬ 
nually  has  declined  by  an  average  of 
4.6  percent  during  each  of  the  past 
three  years.  If  that  trend  continues, 
Southern  Baptists  will  fall  short  of 
their  Bold  Mission  Thrust  global 
evangelism  campaign  goal  to  have 
5,000  missionaries  working  on  the  Field 
in  the  year  2000,  he  warned. 

This  year  the  board  expects  to 
assign  about  310  new  missionaries, 
down  61  from  1988,  he  said,  noting  that 
the  board  could  end  this  year  with  a 
net  loss  of  missionaries  for  the  first 
time  since  1972.  Last  year’s  net  gain 
of  28  was  the  smallest  recorded  so  far 
in  this  decade 

The  resolution  commending  chur¬ 
ches,  pastors  and  missionaries  cited 
great  advancements  in  the  1980s  in 
giving,  missionary  appointments, 
volunteer  service,  baptisms,  and 
church  starts.  Trustees  reaffirmed  ef¬ 
forts  “to  share  the  gospel  with  a  lost 
world”  and  encouraged  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  “to  increase  their  support  for 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

missions  through  praying,  giving  and 
responding  to  the  call  of  God  to  take 
the  gospel  into  all  the  world.” 

Trustees  voted  to  study  the  pros  and 
cons  of  purchasing  property  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Belgian  Center  for 
Biblical  Education  near  Brussels, 
Belgium. 

The  action  grew  out  of  a  motion  by 
trustee  Ron  Wilson  of  Thousand  Oaks, 
Calif.,  who  said  the  property  could  be 
used  for  evangelistic  impact  in 
Europe. 

Paige  Patterson,  president  of 
Criswell  College  in  Dallas,  said  in 
June  that  he  had  ended  efforts  to  buy 
the  financially  troubled  evangelical 
school  in  Belgium  following  months  of 
negotiations  with  the  school’s 
trustees.  He  said  he  did  so  because  of 
difficulty  in  raising  a  reported  $5 
million  to  purchase  the  school  and  en¬ 
dow  its  future  ODeration. 

Discussion  of  Wilson’s  proposal  will 
be  held  at  the  trustees’  December 
meeting  by  the  committee  responsi¬ 
ble  for  mission  work  in  Europe,  with 
other  appropriate  trustees  and  staff 
members  participating. 

Parks  and  Isam  Ballenger,  vice 
president  for  work  in  Europe,  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  and  North  Africa,  objected 
to  the  approach  in  handling  the  mat¬ 
ter  because  they  said  it  bypasses 
longstanding  policy  and  may  create 
divisiveness  overseas.  Parks  said 
such  action  should  originate  from 
strategies  on  the  field  rather  than  on 
the  floor  of  a  trustee  meeting.  “If  we 


explore  it  this  way,  we  will  leave  the 
impression  around  the  world  that  we 
have  decided  to  determine  unilateral¬ 
ly  what  we  will  do  about  properties 
and  institutions,”  Parks  said. 

But  FMB  trustee  Chairman  Mark 
Corts  said  the  December  meeting 
would  not  result  in  a  final  decision  hut 
would  simply  begin  a  process  of  hear¬ 
ing  facts  and  gathering  information, 
including  input  from  overseas. 

The  board  also  heard  plans  for  ma¬ 
jor  city  evangelistic  efforts  in  two 
strategic  world  cities, .  Buenos  Aires  in 
Argentina  and  Hong  Kong. 

Kammerdiener  outlined  a  five-year 
plan  for  Buenos  Aires,  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  will  work  with  Argentine 
Baptists  in  seeking  to  establish  600 
home  Bible  studies  and  50  new  mis¬ 
sions,  with  a  goal  of  five  of  these 
becoming  fully  self-supporting  chur¬ 
ches  during  the  emphasis. 

Bill  Wakefield,  vice  president  for 
work  in  Asia,  told  of  missionary  plans 
to  work  with  Hong  Kong  Baptists  in 
stimulating  growth  from  a  present 
level  of  38,000  Baptists  in  80  churches 
to  100,000  members  in  500  churches. 

With  Hong  Kong  returning  to 
Chinese  rule  in  1997,  Wakefield  em¬ 
phasized,  the  three-year  effort  is 
strategically  important.  This  kind  of 
growth  is  not  possible  by  human  ef¬ 
forts,  he  said,  and  he  challenged 
trustees  to  pray  that  it  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  through  the  “power  of 

Robert  O'Brien  writes  for  the  FMB. 


Southwestern  “family  matters' 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
around  this  convention,  but  you 
(trustees)  have  voted  to  do  that  in  a 
secret  and  private  way.  I  will  work 
with  you  in  this  regard.” 

He  said :  “It  is  not  likely  we  will  set¬ 
tle  those  difference  in  our  perspec¬ 
tives  about  the  convention,  the  nature 
of  the  SBC,  or  the  direction  it  ought 
to  take 

“But  those  differences  do  not  direct¬ 
ly  relate  to  the  work  of  this  institution. 
That  work  continues  to  be  the  priori¬ 
ty  responsibility  (of  trustees)  to  guide, 
direct,  and  govern  this  school.” 

He  added,  “Our  task  is  to  be  sure 
that  in  the  midst  of  this  debate  and 
confrontation  that  the  school  be  pro¬ 
tected  and  that  it  does  not  suffer,”  he 
said. 

The  executive  session  was  protested 
by  about  125  pastors  and  laymen  — 
most  from  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth 
area,  but  some  from  as  far  away  as 
Abilene. 

“We  are  family,  too,”  said  Charles 
Wade,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Arl¬ 
ington,  Texas,  and  spokesman  for  the 
dissenters.  “We  feel  like  we  belong  in 
the  house,  too.” 

Lilly  allowed  Wade  to  address  the 
trustees  after  noting  the  remarks 
should  be  brief  and  were  allowed  “if 
it  will  allow  you  to  go  on  out.  We  are 
having  an  executive  session  and  can¬ 
not  do  our  business  with  you  here.” 

Wade,  who  asked  the  board  to  recon¬ 
sider  its  decision  to  close  the  meeting 
and  to  allow  observers  to  remain,  said 
the  dissenters  “are  afraid”  for  Dilday, 
who  has  been  under  fire  from  conser¬ 
vative  trustees  for  what  Lilly 
previously  called  the  “whole  problem 
of  political  activity  by  the  president.” 

“We  have  heard  in  published  reports 
what  may  happen  here,”  Wade  said. 


“We  cannot  leave  our  president 
alone  to  be  censured  or  spoken  to  in 
a  way  that  does  not  respect  the  great 
contributions  he  has  made  to 
Southern  Baptist  life” 

Wade  alluded  to  an  effort  in  August 
to  fire  Lloyd  Elder,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  in  Nashville.  Trustees  of  Hie 
SSB  discussed  for  an  hour  a  motion  to 
fire  Elder  before  allowing  it  to  be 
withdrawn. 

“One  of  the  reasons  we  are  so  afraid 
(for  Dilday)  is  because  of  what  hap¬ 
pened”  to  Elder,  Wade  told  trustees. 

The  reports,  he  added,  were  that  ef¬ 
forts  would  be  made  to  “pressure  him, 
quiet  him,  silence  him,  make  him 
change  his  ways.  We  want  the  trustees 
to  understand  how  much  we  love  him 
and  are  grateful  for  what  he  has  said.” 

Draper  took  exception  to  the 
remarks,  noting  Wade  “has  made 
assumptions  that  these  people 
( trustees)  don’t  love  the  president.  He 
has  already  determined  what  we  will 
do  . . .  when  we  haven’t  even  met  yet. 
This  is  the  kind  of  circus  atmosphere 
I  have  spoken  of.” 

One  man  who  refused  to  identify 
himself  walked  to  the  front  of  the 
meeting  room  and  told  Lilly  and 
trustees,  “The  Lord  would  have  me 
stay." 

“The  Lord  doesn’t  have  anything  to 
do  with  this;  we  are  having  a  trustee 
meeting,"  Lilly  responded. 

The  young  man  —  along  with  the 
other  dissenters  —  left  the  meeting 
room.  A  sign  was  posted  outside 
which  said,  “Closed  Session." 

Contributing  to  this  story  were  Tbby 
Druin,  associate  editor  of  the  Texas 
Baptist  Standard;  Lynn  Clayton, 
editor  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Message;  and  Scott  Collins,  news 
director  at  Southwestern  Seminary. 


Jones  County  Association  and  West 
Ellisville  Church  are  sponsoring 
"Halloween  —  A  Night  of  Tterror,”  Oct. 
30-Nov.  1. 

Featured  speaker  will  be  Stuart 
King  of  New  Brunswick,  N.J.,  a 
former  satanist,  now  a  Christian  jail 
chaplain  and  alcohol  and  drug 
counselor.  He  reports  he  was  raised  by 
his  family  to  be  a  satanist  high  priest. 

Stuart  will  appear  on  Oct.  30, 
7:30-8:30  p.m.,  at  First  Church, 
Laurel,  where  the  program  will  be 
filmed  for  ACTS  television. 

The  West  Ellisville  Church-Jones 
Associational  youth  rally  will  take 


place  the  evening  of  Oct.  31,  from  7  to 
8  with  opportunities  for  youths  to 
speak  to  King  one  to  one  Earlier  that 
day  King  will  speak  at  Northeast 
Jones,  West  Jones,  and  South  Jones 
high  schools  and  at  the  WDAM  Mid¬ 
day  television  show. 

On  Nov.  1,  King  will  speak  at  Jones 
County  Community  College’s  Baptist 
Student  Union,  7:55-8:20  a.m.,  and 
that  evening  at  West  Ellisville  Church, 
from  7  to  8. 

For  details,  call  Bob  Carvajal,  youth 
minister  at  West  Ellisville  Church, 
477-9333.  ! 


‘Sensitivity’  only  gag 
for  Dilday,  trustees 


By  Tbby  Druin 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  Both 
Southwestern  Seminary  President 
Russell  Dilday  and  Chairman  Ken  Lil¬ 
ly  insisted  following  their  almost-five- 
hour,  closed-door  session  that  the  on¬ 
ly  gags  or  muzzles  applied  to  either 
Dilday  or  the  trustees  were  ones  of 
“sensitivity”  about  what  and  how 
something  is  said. 

They  did  reach  a  “compromise,” 
Dilday  said  as  he  and  Lilly  spoke  to 
reporters  in  a  brief  news  conference 
following  the  trustee  meeting  Oct.  17. 

“I  guess  compromise  could  be  us¬ 
ed  as  word  for  it,”  Dilday  said  in 
response  to  a  reporter’s  question 
about  what  they  had  been  able  to 
accomplish. 

“I  think  we  all  came  together,”  he 
said.  “We  all  mutually  acknowledged 
our  failings  and  our  feelings,  our  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  we  agreed  we  can’t 
solve  the  differences  we  have  about 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  a 
session  like  this. 

“But  we  can  come  together  about 
our  purpose  and  responsibility  for  this 
seminary,  and  I  think  that  is  the  way 
I  saw  the  meeting  come  out  —  that 
there  will  be  in  the  future  differences 
in  our  convention  and  in  our 
denominational  discussion,  but  we 
don’t  want  anything  to  interfere  with 
the  work  of  this  school,  its  calling,  its 
purpose,  its  ministry.” 

In  an  opening  statement,  Dilday 
said  that  many  differences  were 
shared  in  the  closed-door  session  but 
that  the  overriding  concern  was  to 
find  a  way  that  all  concerned  could 
“pull  together  in  unity  and  harmony 
again.” 

They  agreed  there  would  still  be  dif¬ 
ferences  about  the  SBC,  he  said,  but 
there  was  strong  affirmation  that 
their  task  was  Southwestern 
Seminary  and  that  it  move  forward. 

Their  joint  statement,  he  said,  “was 
not  just  a  pious  statement”  or  just  a 
“temporary  kind  of  euphoric  thing.” 

“We  believe  in  grace/'  he  said.  “We 
say  we  believe  in  the  miracle  of  God’s 
presence ;  we  say  we  believe  that  God 
can  take  circumstances  that  have 
human  dimensions  that  seemingly 
won’t  work  and  can’t  be  solved,  that 
won’t  work  and  with  his  intervention 
and  providence  those  things  can  work 
out.  I  think  we  truly  have  it  here.” 

Lilly  defended  the  executive  ses¬ 
sion,  saying  what  was  accomplished 
could  not  have  been  done  in  open  ses¬ 
sion,  “without  the  privacy  of  being 
able  to  talk  to  each  other  frankly 
about  it.” 

“We  were  able  through  prayer, 
much  dialogue,  to  come  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  we  do  love  each  other.  We  can 
work  together,”  he  said. 

At  issue  in  the  trustee  meeting  was 
Dilday ’s  alleged  political  activity, 
especially  his  appearance  on  the  pro¬ 


grams  of  moderate  political  meetings. 
He  was  asked  several  times  in  the 
press  conference  about  his  future  in¬ 
volvement  in  such  meetings  and  also, 
in  light  of  the  joint  .statement,  about 
the  involvement  of  trustees,  par¬ 
ticularly  Euless,  Texas,  pastor  James 
T.  Draper  Jr.,  in  denominational 
political  meetings. 

The  statement  states  it  very  well 
that  we  will  desist  from  making  those 
statements  that  would  be  interpreted 
as  intentionally  political,”  Dilday  said. 
“And  where  any  of  us  feels  the  other 
trustee  or  president  has  not  abided  by 
this  that  we  will  in  good  covenant  call 
and  contact  each  other  direct¬ 
ly  ..  .  and  come  to  an  understanding.” 

Lilly  said  that  Dilday  and  the 
trustees  “will  go  ahead  and  go 
wherever  they  feel  led  of  the  Lord  to 
go.  I  guess  the  message  they  bring  is 
what  is  going  to  be  important. 

“We  discussed  it  at  length.  We  are 
interested  in  portraying  much  less 
rhetoric  and  disunity  than  has  been 
done  in  the  past.  We  will  try  to  do  our 
best  to  desist  and  intentionally  avoid 
political  issues.” 

Dilday  said  he  would  still  feel  free 
to  speak  his  convictions  and  quoted  a 
pre-session  statement  by  Draper  to 
the  press  “that  people  of  conviction 
must  not  allow  pressure  to  keep  us 
from  saying  and  doing  what  we 
believe  we  should  do.” 

“The  board  did  that  today,”  Dilday  , 
said.  “They  expressed  themselves  in 
spite  of  a  lot  of  pressure  and  concern.” 

“I  think  Dr.  Dilday  will  certainly  say  , 
anything  in  conscience  that  he  needs 
to  say,”  said  Lilly.  “There  is  no  gag¬ 
ging  or  changes  in  his  way  of  doing 
business.  He  will  be,  because  of  his  ■, 
commitment  to  us,  sensitive  about 
what  he  says  and  how  he  says  it.” 

Dilday  acknowledged  he  did  have 
some  concern  about  his  future  as 
president  of  the  seminary  as  he  went 
into  the  trustee  meeting.  There  had 
been  enough  talk  and  enough  people 
had  very  strong  feelings  to  justify  con¬ 
cern,  he  said. 

But  he  added  he  didn’t  think  anyone 
was  disappointed  that  there  was  no 
“harsh  muzzling  or  dismissal  of 
anybody.” 

“Everyone  is  a  winner  as  a  result 
of  this,  and  we  are  learning  from  it,” 
he  said. 

Said  Draper,  “I  didn’t  know  what 
would  come  out  of  the  meeting.  I  had 
come  prepared  to  take  whatever  ac¬ 
tion  was  needed.  But  I  think  the  Lord 
turned  it  around.  It  was  unanimous.” 

The  former  SBC  president  said  he 
felt  the  events  would  be  “a  healing 
thing”  for  the  SBC,  “a  first  step  to  giv¬ 
ing  birth  to  this  baby  we  have  been 
growing  for  10  years.” 

Tbby  Druin  is  associate  editor  of  the 
Texas  Baptist  Standard. 


Devotional 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


God’s  greatest  missionary 


Sequel  to  an  Argentine  story 


By  J.  Greg  Martin 
I  John  4:14b 


Seven  yq^rs  ago,  in  the  fall  of  1982,  another  unusual  experience,  this  time  before  he  began  to  drive  the  town  car. 
I  traveled  to  Argentina  with  Lola  with  the  driver  of  a  town  car  transpor-  “Over  and  over  again,  I’ve  said  I 
Autry,  Joan  Peterson,  Pattie  Dent,  ting  her  to  mid-town  Manhattan.  As  was  going  to  do  better,  but  then  I’d 
and  Donna  Durr.  Lola,  a  professional  he  loaded  her  bags,  she  asked  him  to  always  slip  back  into  my  bad  ways 
photographer  from  Hickory  Flat,  car-  set  her  camera  bag  inside  the  car.  again.” 

ried  with  her  a  bag  packed  with  ex-  Then  she  told  him  the  story  of  “Are  you  a  Christian?”  Lola  asked 

pensive  cameras  and  equipment.  By  answered  prayer  in  Buenos  Aires.  him. 

accident  in  Buenos  Aires,  that  bag  got  “Don’t  y’all  start  praying  on  the  “No.” 

left  in  the  trunk  of  a  taxi.  other  side  of  me!”  he  laughed.  ........  _ 

At  3  o’clock  that  afternoon?  the  five  Momentarily,  though,  he  continued,  Til’  wl5f'ou^.*V^ils  he!lk’youcan 
of  us  prayed  specifically  that  with  seriousness,  “I  can’t  believe  this! 

something  would  happen  to  call  the  I  just  can’t  believe  this!  Yesterday  I  tut  !2!£ 

taxi  driver’s  attention  to  the  bag,  and  cried  and  prayed  and  asked  God  to  ”5"’  Sht  ®bow?d  him  the 

that  he  would  return  it.  A  few  hours  send  someone  to  help  me.  And  here  pJ^,n  °f  sa*vatlon,  and  gave  him  a  copy 

later,  the  driver  knocked  at  the  door  you  are!  ”  of  Scriptures  she  foundshehad  inher 

were^orfw  afa^^eTsaid1  h^had  He  was  a  black  man’  by  the  name  Here  s  How.”  Tb  him  she  said,  “Logic 
smSied SijKSK  £Ha™y  J«t«xtoy  I  was  praying,”  won’t  do  it.  You  must  love  God  with 
the  car,  seen  smoke  coming  from  the  **  1  God  I  had  made  a  mess  your  mind,  soul,  and  spirit.  You  must 

rear  of  the  car,  looked  in  the  trunk,  of  my  b[e  and  1  wanbjd  to  mend  my  8>ve  all  of  yourself  to  Jesus,  leaving 
found  a  shortage  in  some  wires,  un-  ways  1  hadn  1  prayed  in  years  nothin8  out” 

crossed  them  —  and  noticed  the  bag.  He  had  begun  to  think  of  his  mother  “I’m  doing  that  now,”  he  said,  his 
Three  weeks  ago,  Lola  Autry  and  I  and  grandmother  and  what  they  had  head  bowed.  “Yesterday  I  prayed, 
met  in  New  York  City,  enroute  to  taught  him  about  God  when  he  was  a  because  I  didn’t  know  what  to  do.  I 
Russia.  In  New  York,  before  she  and  child  in  Moultrie,  Ga.  For  32  years  in  asked  God  for  help,  and  God  sent  a 

I  got  together  at  Finnair,  she  had  New  York,  he’d  been  a  policeman,  stranger  to  answer  my  prayer.” 


iven  the  responsibility  of  nominating  the  greatest  missionary 


1  all  time,  who  would  you  choose?' 

Perhaps  Jonah  would  be  your  choice.  He  traveled  from  Israel  to  Nineveh 

R  preaching  God's  uncompromising  message  of  judgment. 

He  had  over  800,000  converts  in  40  days.  Surely  he  would 
get  someone’s  nomination. 

Or  the  Apostle  Paul  may  be  your  choice  After  his  con¬ 
version  he  spent  his  entire  life  circling  his  world  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  planting  churches. 

William  Carey  would  be  another  nominee.  He  is  known 
as  the  Father  of  the  Modern  Missionary  Movement.  Carey 
was  the  one  whose  heart  was  as  big  as  the  world.  He  said, 
“Expect  great  things  from  God  and  attempt  great  things 
for  God.”  Carey  could  be  considered  the  greatest. 

Martin  Lottie  Moon,  who  died  of  starvation  in  China  for  the  cause 


Samford  prof  wanted  in  student’s  death 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  An  death  in  his  off-campus  apartment  Herald  his  office  received  a  letter  Oct. 
arrest  warrant  has  been  issued  for  Sept.  22.  Shelby  County,  Ala.,  law  en-  2  with  a  Sept.  29  Nashville  postmark 
Samford  University  professor  William  forcement  officials  have  reported  from  Slagle  in  which  the  assistant  pro- 
L.  Slagle  in  connection  with  the  Slagle  sent  them  a  letter  admitting  he  fessor  of  debate  and  director  of  debate 
murder  of  student  Rex  B.  Copeland,  killed  the  student.  confessed  to  the  crime  A  second  let- 

Copeland,  20,  a  junior  from  Birm-  Shelby  County  Sheriff  Buddy  ter  was  received  Oct.  3  from  the  West 
ingham,  Ala.,  was  found  stabbed  to  Glasgow  told  the  Birmingham  Post-  Coast. 


By  Eddy  Oliver  &  Herb  Hollinger 

MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  —  Glorieta,  N.M.,  the  Sunday  School  tion  from  the  executive  committee. 

Golden  Gate  Seminary’s  academic  Board  adopted  without  opposition  a  trustees  met  in  executive  session  to 
dean,  criticized  by  Southern  Baptist  recommendation  that  trustees  discuss  procedures  to  handle  the 
Sunday  School  Board  trustees  for  an  “disagree  with  the  article  because  it  motion.  vj  £  '■ 

article  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  is  inconsistent  with  the  biblical  revela-  The  recommendation  and  motion 

board  publications,  was  affirmed  by  tion;  and  we  recommend  that  as  soon  were  then  discussed  in  plenary  -  JbSs^n,-^^ 

the  seminary’s  board  of  trustees  dur-  as  possible  a  new  article  reflecting  the  session. 

ing  their  regular  fall  meeting,  Oct.  biblical  view  of  monotheism  be  Taylor  said  the  way  the  situation 
10-11.  printed  in  the  Biblical  Illustrator.”  developed  was  “inappropriate  and  un- 

Robert  L.  Cate  was  criticized  by  In  presenting  the  motion  to  fair”  on  the  part  of  board  trustees  and  — 

SSB  trustees  for  an  article,  “The  seminary  trustees,  Dick  Lincoln  of  “I  strongly  affirm  and  support  this 

Development  of  Monotheism,”  which  Columbia,  S.C.,  said,  “We  needed  to  man.”  HELPING  THE  HURTING;  tional  and 

appeared  in  the  Biblical  Illustrator,  a  act,  especially  because  of  what  the  Robert  Lewis,  trustee  from  Fair-  Macklyn  W.  Hubbell;  Insight  Press;  so  often  fa 

Sunday  School  teacher’s  resource  Sunday  School  Board  (trustees)  did.”  field,  Calif.,  said  he  did  receive  some  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  $15.  Get  this 

magazine.  «.  Recognizing  the  article  was  con-  letters  of  protest  over  the  article  and  The  author  presently  is  teaching  fit  from  it. 

The  article  was  published  without  troversial  and  difficult  for  all  concern-  although  he  personally  disagreed  with  psychology  and  counseling  at  New 

any  substantive  changes,  following  an  ed,  Lincoln  said  he  hoped  the  notion  Cate’s  interpretation,  he  felt  the  mo-  Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  also  Mixon 

examination  by  the  board’s  doctrinal  was  something  seminary  trustees  tion  by  trustees  was  “a  good  state-  associated  with  a  healing  group  in  a  WAY  HOM 

reader,  seminary  President  William  could  “live  with.”  ment.”  New  Orleans  psychiatric  hospital  But  1989 

O.  Crews  said.  Cate  was  requested  to  Prior  to  receiving  the  recommenda-  “I  don’t  feel  he  has  violated  any  he  writes  from  the  background  of  Jerry  M 

“survey  the  development  of  Israel’s  principles  of  Scripture  ...  (Cate)  is  a  many  years  of  serving  as  a  pastoral  is  the  pa; 

belief  in  one  supreme  God  in  the  midst  great  man  of  God  and  I  love  him.  Let’s  -  counselor.  This  is  a  very  practical  and  Church  of  J 

of  cultures  which  practiced  pan-  13  r _ .1  put  it  behind  us,”  Lewis  said.  helpful  book  for  pastors  and  other  authored® 

theology,  Crews  added.  iiciy  IOF  1110  Tbney  Anderson,  trustee  from  Ren-  church  leaders  who  are  concerned  man,  “Off 

Golden  Gate  trustees  approved  a  t  _j  ton,  Wash.,  identified  himself  as  a  about  doing  a  good  job  in  counseling.  The  book 
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PAC  does  not  want 
CLC  to  take  its  role 

By  Dan  Martin 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  An  expand¬ 
ed  role  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission  to  include 
religious  liberty  issues  has  been  op¬ 
posed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Public 
Affairs  Committee. 

During  its  Oct.  1-2  meeting  in 
Washington,  the  18-member  PAC 
adopted  a  motion  to  “recommend  to 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  that  the 
program  assignment  of  the  Christian 
Life  Commission  not  be  expanded  to 
include  religious  liberty  issues.’’ 

The  motion,  which  was  adopted 
with  only  one  dissenting  vote,  was  the 
only  mention  of  possible  changes  in 
the  role  of  the  PAC,  which  is  a  stan¬ 
ding  committee  through  which  the 
SBC  relates  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs,  a  coalition 
of  nine  Baptist  bodies  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  which  traditional¬ 
ly  has  represented  the  SBC  in 
religious  liberty  and  separation  of 
church  and  state  issues. 

The  BJC  has  been  a  source  of  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  SBC,  as  conservatives 
have  complained  the  organization  and 
its  executive  director,  James  M. 
Dunn,  have  not  represented  Southern 
Baptists’  concerns  adequately  and 
that  the  group  is  not  directly  accoun¬ 
table  to  the  SBC. 

At  least  five  efforts  have  been  made 
to  defund  the  BJC,  dating  to  1984,  and 
three  special  committees  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  study  the  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  the  SBC  and  the  BJC. 

In  1987,  the  first  special  committee 
made  a  detailed  proposal  to 
messengers  at  the  annual  meeting, 
which  included  restructuring  the 
membership  of  the  PAC,  giving  it  ad¬ 
ditional  funding  and  instructing  it  to 
continue  to  “coordinate  its  work 
through  the  BJC,  and  to  take  action  on 
motions  and  resolutions  of  the  SBC 
upon  which  the  BJC  cannot  agree 
and/or  does  not  support.” 

In  October  1987,  the  PAC  voted  8-4 
to  recommend  that  the  SBC  to  dissolve 
all  financial  and  institutional  ties  bet¬ 
ween  the  SBC  and  BJC.  In  December, 
officers  of  the  PAC  and  CLC  met  to 
discuss  the  possibility  of  a  merger. 

However,  in  February  1988,  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  declined  to  take 
action  on  the  dissolution  of  ties  and 
told  the  PAC  and  BJC  to  “work  it  out.” 

In  September  1988,  the  Executive 
Committee  approved  creation  of 
another  study  committee  to  seek  ways 
to  accomplish  the  assignment  and 
task  traditionally  done  by  the  BJC. 

In  February  1989,  the  Executive 
Committee  proposed  creation  of  a 
new  agency,  the  Religious  Liberty 
Commission,  to  represent  Southern 
Baptists  in  Washington  on  religious 
liberty  matters. 

'  Action  on  the  new  agency  was 
postponed  at  the  1989  SBC  annual 
meeting  at  the  request  of  SBC  Presi¬ 
dent  Jerry  Vines. 

During  its  September  1989,  meeting, 
the  Executive  Committee  changed 
direction,  rescinding  the  proposal  to 
create  the  RLC  and  proposing  the 
transfer  of  the  program  assignment 
for  religious  liberty  to  the  convention’s 
moral  and  social  concerns  agency,  the 
CLC. 

Currently,  the  proposal  is  before  two 
subcommittees  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  program  and  budget  subcom¬ 
mittee  is  working  with  the  CLC  to 
revise  the  commission’s  program 


statement  “to  give  it  authority  to  act 
on  religious  liberty  matters.”  It  also 
is  revising  the  program  statement  of 
the  PAC,  “taking  into  consideration 
the  expanded  role  of  the  CLC  in 
religious  liberty  matters.” 

The  subcommittee,  which  plans  the 
1990-91  SBC  Cooperative  Program 
unified  budget,  was  instructed  to 
“take  into  consideration”  the  changes 
in  the  program  assignment  of  the  two 
organizations  when  it  proposes  the 
budget  for  presentation  to  messengers 
at  the  1990  SBC  annual  meeting  in 
New  Orleans. 

The  bylaws  workgroup  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  convention  ar¬ 
rangements  subcommittee  was  in¬ 
structed  to  study  Bylaw  18,  which 
regulates  the  standing  committees  of 
the  convention. 

Although  the  proposal  to  create  the 
RLC,  its  recission,  and  the  proposal  to 
shift  the  assignment  for  religious 
liberty  to  the  CLC  all  have  taken  place 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  PAC,  the 
subject  was  not  on  the  agenda  for  the 
two-day  October  meeting. 

Committee  member  J.I.  Ginnings, 
a  layman  from  Wichita  Falls,  Tfexas, 
made  the  motion  to  put  the  PAC  on 
record  opposing  giving  responsibility 
for  religious  liberty  to  the  CLC  late  on 
the  second  day  of  the  meeting. 

He  noted  the  CLC  “must  and  should 
speak  on  moral  issues,”  but  religious 
liberty  and  moral  issues  are  “vastly 
different.” 

The  PAC,  he  said,  should  continue 
to  be  the  representative  of  Southern 
Baptists  on  First  Amendment  issues, 
working  through  the  BJC. 

The  only  opposition  to  Ginnings’ 
motion  was  from  committee  member 
Larry  Lewis,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board,  who  said  he  opposed  creation 
of  the  RLC  but  favors  assigning  the 
religious  liberty  assignment  to  the 
CLC. 

“We  need  a  single  and  strong  voice 
in  Washington  speaking  for  Southern 
Baptists  on  all  the  issues  of  particular 
interest  to  our  denomination.  Three 
voices  would  be  confusing  to  our 
senators  and  congressmen,”  he  said. 

In  other  business,  the  PAC  adopted 
a  proposed  budget  of  $96,600  for 
1990-91,  an  increase  of  $72,900  over  the 
1989-90  allocation  of  $23,700. 

Robbie  Hughes,  a  homemaker  and 
member  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  who  chaired  the  committee 
which  proposed  the  budget,  noted: 
“We  don’t  know  where  we  will  be  in 
1991.  But  we  have  to  go  on  with  this 
committee  as  if  we  are  going  to  be  a 
strong  voice.” 

The  budget  includes  $60,500  for  pro¬ 
duction  erf  four  newsletters;  $5,000  for 
two  pamphlets ;  $13,500  for  committee 
meetings;  $600  for  telephone  calls; 
$12,000  for  a  religious  liberty  con¬ 
ference;  $2,000  for  secretarial  help; 
$1,500  for  direct  mail  to  members  of 
Congress ;  and  $1,500  for  expenses  for 
a  booth  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
SBC. 

Gean  said  the  committee  needed 
the  budget  because  “we  don’t  know  if 
we  will  De  able  to  continue  to  work 
with  them  (the  BJC).  Our  concept  of 
religious  liberty  is  different  from 
them  ...  we  haven’t  been  able  to  see 
eye  to  eye  with  them.” 

The  budget  was  adopted  with  only 
one  negative  vote,  that  of  Lloyd  Elder, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board. 


First,  Sharon,  breaks  ground  for  sanctuary 


First  Church,  Sharon  on  Sept.  24  had  groundbreaking  ser-  will  seat  approximately  725,  including  balcony  and  choir  loft, 
vices  for  a  new  sanctuary  and  education  building.  The  facilities  The  education  building  will  house  Sunday  School  classrooms 
were  destroyed  by  fire  in  December,  1988.  The  new  sanctuary  for  adult,  and  offices.  Nelson  Crazier  is  pastor. 


Virginia  report  seeks  more  voice 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  A  report 
of  a  special  Virginia  committee  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  theological/political  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  will  ask  messengers  to  next 
month’s  state  association  meeting  to 
change  its  bylaws  and  demand  more 
of  a  say  in  denominational 
appointments. 

The  report  also  suggests  that  the 
state  is  proceeding  with  plans  to 
change  the  way  that  local  churches 
can  keep  some  denominational  agen¬ 
cies  from  getting  the  churches’ 
money. 

The  proposed  changes  will  be  in  a 
report  to  the  meeting  of  the  Baptist 
General  Association  of  Virginia  in 
Salem  Nov.  13-15. 

Many  Virginia  Baptists  are  angered 
by  the  conservative  groups'  political 
control  of  certain  agencies. 

And  the  report  of  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Denominational  Crisis 
is  the  latest  step  in  a  dispute  involv¬ 
ing  the  conservatives  who  have  taken 
control  of  the  14.8-million-member 
denomination’s  policy-making  system. 

The  committee,  appointed  in 
January,  recommends  that  the 
bylaws  of  the  Baptist  General 
Association  of  Virginia  be  changed  so 
that  two  people  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention’s  Committee  on  Com¬ 
mittees  would  be  nominated  annually. 

The  Committee  on  Committees  — 
always  hand-picked  by  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  president  —  is  the  pivotal  group 
in  a  process  that  selects  trustees  of 
the  convention’s  boards,  agencies  and 
seminaries. 

Control  of  the  denomination’s 
policy-making  system  has  been  the 
goal  of  conservatives  since  they  began 
a  takeover  of  the  denomination  a 
decade  ago. 

The  party  has  controlled  the  pro¬ 
cess  through  the  annual  elections  of 
the  president. 

Before  the  Virginia  report  was 
drafted,  the  committee  held  a  series 
of  “listening”  sessions  across  the  state 
in  which  many  of  the  people  who 
spoke  advised  the  committee  not  to  be 
timid  in  its  report. 

The  report  acknowledges  that 
“many  Virginia  Baptists  are  beginn¬ 
ing  to  realize  that  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  will  never  be  the  same 
again,  and  that  now  is  the  time  to 
search  for  new  ways  of  working  with 
our  fellow  Baptists.” 


By  Ed  Briggs 

Besides  seeking  the  bylaw  change, 
the  committee  urges  the  state 
association’s  resolutions  that  will 
speak  out  on  the  conservatives’  treat¬ 
ment  of  some  agency  heads. 

Particular  resolutions  are  expected 
to  deal  with  the  recent  muzzling  of 
Lloyd  Elder,  head  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
Nashville,  and  possibly  with  Russell 
Dilday,  president  of  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

“It  is  distressing  that,  with  increas¬ 
ing  frequency,  respected  and  effective 
leaders  in  the  SBC  agencies  and  in¬ 
stitutions  have  been  subjected  to 
systematic  abuse  so  that  their  per¬ 
sonal  ministries  are  crippled  and  the 
institutions  they  serve  are  weakened,” 
the  report  says. 

The  report  also  says  that  unless 
given  a  new  direction  by  the  state 
association,  the  crisis  committee  will 
develop  a  new  plan  of  financial  giving 
in  place  of  the  64-year-old  Cooperative 
Program  unified  budget. 

Under  the  Cooperative  Program  all 
congregations,  regardless  of  their 
theological  slant,  contribute  to  a 
financial  pool  to  support  domestic  and 
foreign  missions,  seminaries, 
religious  education,  and  outreach 
programs. 

As  suggested  in  the  report,  a  “new 
wineskin”  for  handling  money  —  to  be 
called  “Cooperative  Missions  Giving” 
—  would  offer  a  potpourri  of  ways  con¬ 
gregations  can  contribute.  The  com¬ 
mittee  plans  a  series  of  public  forums 
on  the  proposals  for  1990. 

The  committee  suggests  four  ways 
that  churches  can  continue  their  sup¬ 
port  and  remain  members  of  the 
Virginia  association.  They  are: 

—  Inclusive  support:  Undesignated 
gifts  distributed  according  to  the  an¬ 
nual  association  budget. 

—  Custom  support:  Gifts 
distributed  according  to  a  percentage 
established  by  the  giving  church.  - 

—  Selective  support:  Gifts  to  both 
state  associations  and  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  causes  as  designated 
bv  the  local  church. 

—  Exclusive  support:  Gifts 
designated  to  a  specific  state  associa¬ 
tion  or  denominational  cause. 

The  report  also  encourages  con¬ 
tinued  financial  support  by  the  state 
association  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs  —  a  nine- 
denomination  religions  liberty 


organization  whose  continued  SBC 
support  is  in  question. 

During  the  “listening  sessions” 
many  of  the  speakers  also  urged  the 
crisis  committee  to  give  some  sugges¬ 
tions  to  congregations  on  what  they 
can  do. 

In  response,  the  committee  is  sug¬ 
gesting  that  each  congregation  form 
a  denominational  affairs  committee 
to  study  the  crisis;  use  state 
association-supplied  booklets  to  study 
the  Virginia  Baptist  history  of 
religious  freedom;  stand  up  for  the 
right  of  “dissent  within  the  embrace 
of  fellowship”  ;  participate  “as  fully  as 
possible"  in  all  denominational 
meetings;  keep  stewardship  stan¬ 
dards  high ;  and  continue  support  oi 
missions  through  the  state 
association. 

Ed  Briggs  is  religion  writer  for  the 
Richmond  Times  Dispatch. 

Baylor  cancels  film 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Baylor  Uhiversi 
ty  President  Herbert  H.  Reynolds  an 
nounced  Oct.  17  that  he  had  cancell¬ 
ed  a  scheduled  classroom  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  controversial  “The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ.” 

The  movie  was  to  have  been  view 
ed  by  an  upper-level  history  of  motion 
picture  film  class  later  in  the  fall 
semester. 


CLASSIFIED 


JEFFERSON  LINES  USED  MC18 
buses  for  sale.  Restroom  equipped, 
air-conditioned,  4  speed  manual, 
1974-1977,  47  PAX.  Buses  available 
for  inspection  in  Memphis,  Mobile, 
Kansas  City,  Tulsa,  Fort  Smith. 
Call  Slim  Eichorn  816-761-3857. 


HEADMASTER’S  POSITION 
AVAILABLE.  Applicants  should 
reply  by  letter,  including  resume: 
Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Academy 
Search  Committee,  Steve 
Kowalski,  chairman;  Box  79096, 
Jackson,  MS  39236. 
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First,  Pascagoula,  recognizes 
Rachel  Patterson  for  deaf  work 

On  Sept.  17,  First  Church  of  her  efforts  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Pascagoula  recognized  Rachel  Pat-  Conference  of  the  Deaf  with  leader- 
terson  for  15  years  of  service  to  the  ship  positions  and  by  the  Mississippi 
deaf  as  coor-  Association  of  the  Deaf’s  Golden 
dinator  of  its  Deaf  Hands  Award  in  1983.  She  was  award- 
Ministry  Inter-  ed  the  talking  hands  pin  by  First 

«  preting  Program.  Church  Deaf  Ministry  in  1976,  which 
Her  interest  in  is  a  high  honor  presented  to  Southern 
the  deaf  began  Baptist  workers  with  the  deaf  who 
with  a  deaf  couple,  have  made  significant  contributions 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  to  the  deaf  ministry  in  their  church. 


Thursday,  October  26.  1989 


24  churches  baptize  over  300 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Twenty-four  from  498  to  481.  tisms  in  the  denomination  with  1,118, 

Southern  Baptist  churches  reported  Phil  Jones,  a  director  in  the  board’s  down  from  1,206.  Richard  Jackson  is 
more  than  300  baptisms  in  1988,  a  net  research  division,  based  the  report  on  pastor  of  the  congregation, 
gain  of  one  from  the  previous  year,  ac-  information  compiled  from  the  Ranked  second  was  First  Baptist 
cording  to  figures  released  by  the  Southern  Baptist  1988  Uniform  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  where  cur- 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Church  Letter  statistical  survey.  rent  SBC  President  Jerry  Vines  is 
Board-  The  top  five  churches  were  the  pastor.  The  Florida  congregation 

Although  one  additional  church  was  same  as  the  previous  year,  but  only  reported  915  baptisms,  down  from  the 
on  the  1988  list,  the  average  church  in  one  —  Bellevue  in  Memphis,  Adrian  previous  year’s  950. 
the  group  baptized  fewer  individuals.  Rogers,  pastor,  in  fifth  place  —  Remaining  churches  in  the  top  five, 

The  23  churches  in  1987  reported  reported  an  increase  and  their  current  and  previous  years’ 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 

STEEPLES— CROSSES 
r'-'ic&r  WATER  HEATERS 

P€WS-PULPIT  FURNITURE 
CARPET  •LIGHTING  FIXTURES 

FRE E  COLORED  BROCHURE 


|  Piano  Com 

|  Nina  Barker,  Manager*856-2524 
226  Highway  SI  N.«Ridgtland,  MS 
2  miles  North  of  County  Line  Road 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  65,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $55.62  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  ET  Mon.-Fri. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 

ALWAYS  compare  before  you  buy. 


Allen 


Retreat  for  internationals 
is  set  this  weekend 

“Blueprints  for  Relationships”  is  culture  and  understandings  of  Chris- 
the  title  of  a  retreat  this  weekend  for  tian  beliefs  in  a  climate  of  respect  and 
international  students  sponsored  by  appreciation  for  the  cultures  and 
the  Department  of  Student  Work,  faiths  of  others.” 

MBCB-  Principal  speaker  will  be  William 

The  retreat  will  take  place  at  Camp  Hendricks,  professor  of  theology  at 
Garaywa  in  Clinton,  Oct.  27-29.  Southern  Seminary.  Music  and  activi- 
Program  materials  note  that  the  tv  leader  will  be  Dennis  Atwood,  a  stu- 
purpose  of  the  conference  is  “To  pro-  dent  preparing  for  campus  ministry, 
vide  a  time  of  sharing  across  national.  And  James  Buie  will  share  the  gospel 
cultural  and  religious  differences  for  message  through  chalk  sketches 
international  students  studying  in  The  meeting  is  free  to  International 
Mississippi.  To  share  American  students. 


Does  your  church  need  a 

SOUND  SYSTEM? 

Let  our  professionals  help! 
Call  1-800-227-5486 
Roseberry  Plano  House 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


teaching  agreement 

WARRENSBURG,  Mo.  (BP)  -  A 
threatened  lawsuit  by  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  apparently  has 
prompted  officials  at  Central 
Missouri  State  University  to  abandon 
a  40-year  relationship  with  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention. 

Since  1949,  the  convention  has  paid 
the  salary  for  a  professor  to  teach 
religion  classes  for  university  credit 
at  the  Baptist  Student  Cento-  near  the 
campus  in  Warrens  burg.  At  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  college  officials,  the  classes 
were  .motfe^l  to  the  university  two 


Alta  Woods  handbells 
will  hold  “Praise  Ring 


BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


The  handbell  ministry  of  Alta  a  brief  program.  The  next  day  rehear- 
Woods  Church,  Jackson,  will  hold  a  sal  will  be  at  4  p.m.  with  the  “Praise 
“Praise  Ring”  worship  service  in  Ring”  worship  service  at  6  p.m. 
celebration  of  the  group’s  10  years  of  Gary  Anglin,  former  minister  of 
service  music  at  Alta  Woods  and  organizer  of 

The  program  will  take  place  at  the  the  first  bell  choirs  at  Alta  Woods,  will 
end  of  a  weekend  of  activities  for  the  be  directing.  He  is  minister  of  music 
ringers  and  for  former  ringers  in  the  at  First  Church,  Pascagoula. 

8™P-  Tferry  Hodges  is  music  assistant  and 

On  Nov.  4,  there  will  be  a  mass  handbell  coordinator-director  at  Alta 
rehearsal  at  the  church  at  4  p.m.  Woods;  Bob  Jones  is  minister  of 
followed  by  a  covered  dish  supper  and  music. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  WinklG  stamed  9lass  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting. 

Church  folding  doors. 

m.  ,  ,  -  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


that  the  new 


relationship  violates  the  principle  of 


;e  separation 


three  time^lhe,  University  with  legal 
acpoQlrme  relationship  continued, 
accoreringfTtr  Associated  Press 
reports. 

A  recent  report  indicated  that  the 
ACLU  files  an  average  of  only  one  out 
of  every  200  suits  it  threatens  to  file. 

Following  the  ACLU’s  charges, 
university  officials  announced  that 
religion  courses  offered  through  the 
arrangement  would  be  moved  back  to 
the  Baptist  Student  Center.  They  also 
indicated  the  entire  relationship  with 
the  convention  would  be  severed 
following  the  current  school  year. 

The  longstanding  relationship  with 
the  university  is  one  of  four  such  pro¬ 
grams  conducted  under  the  direction 
of  the  convention’s  student  ministries 
department. 


di  conversions  reported  during 
first  soul  winning  conference 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  —  ches  for  evangelistic  visitation. 
Southern  Baptists'  first  National  Soul  The  51  conversions  were  recorded 

Winning  Conference  resulted  in  at  following  two  hours  of  knocking  on 
least "51  professions  of  faith  following  doors  as  conference  goers  were  link- 
a  Friday  evening  neighborhood  ed  up  with  lay  people  from  area 
visitation  churches. 

During  the  three-day  ’meeting,  Howard  Ramsey,  director  of  the 
nearly  500  pastors  and  lay  people  personal  evangelism  department, 
shared  ideas  on  how  to  reach  com-  said  additional  professions  of  faith 
munities  with  the  gospel,  heard  a  may  be  forthcoming  since  only  34  of 
dozen  inspirational  messages,  and  44  participating  churches  had 
joined  44  Oklahoma  City  area  chur-  reported  results. 


Let  the  world's  largest  builder  of 

CHURCH  ORGANS  Mb 

work  for  you 


Alim  opjb)  vtpuqmrrp* 

Beautiful  pipe  organ  sound  without 
the  expensive  cost  of  pipes.  From 
the  smallest  to  the  largest  church 
installation. 

Call  1-800-227-5486 

RoMbarry  Plano  House,  Inc. 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


7 


Wi, 


)6  comment  tntcrvwwng  fixpwts  in  hks  pncnonuMn, 
including  Satanic  titters  themselves  Get  past  the  hype  and 
become  informed.  j 


delivered  his  lecture  Oct.  20,  at 
Mississippi  College.  His  lecture  was 
‘“Some  Thoughts  on  Compos¬ 
ing.” 

Woolmarket,  Biloxi,  will  return  to 
one  Sunday  morning  service  on  Oct. 
29.  Tlte  8:30  service  will  be  discon¬ 
tinued  and  the  entire  congregation 
wall  meet  at  11  a.m.  The  church  will 


entitled 


have  fifth  Sunday  celebration  that  day 
with  high  attendance  day  in  Sunday 
School.  A  covered  dish  dinner  will 


1989.  He 
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It’s  on  the  rise . . . 
it  deserves  a  response 


THE  EDGE  OF 


Hie  Rise f  of  Satanism 
in  North  America 


JERRY  JOHNSTON 


First,  Fox  worth  (Marion) :  Oct.  29; 
11  a.m.;  covered  dish  after  services; 
U).m.,  singing;  Grady  Cothen,  Pass 
Christian,  guest  speaker;  Randy 
Adkisson,  pastor. 

Good  Hope,  Lena  < Leake) :  Oct.  29; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.,  worship,  11 
a.m. ;  dinner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon; 
1 : 30  p.m.,  singing ;  no  night  services ; 
Odell  Ttebo,  pastor,  speaker;  Pro¬ 
mises,  Carthage,  guest  singers. 

Holcomb  (Grenada):  Oct.  29;  Bible 
Study,  10a.m.  (high  attendance  day), 
worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  grounds, 
12:30  p.m.;  afternoon  singing,  1:30 

Sm. ;  no  night  services ;  Robert  Clegg, 
irmer  pastor,  now  director,  Church 
Building  Planning,  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  guest 
speaker  ;  Dale  Gravatt,  pastor. 

Maybank,  Hattiesburg  (Lebanon): 
Oct.  29;  10  a.m.;  dinner  in  fellowship 
hall,  11  a.m.;  6 p.m.  service;  Michael 
Funderburk,  Whigham,  Ga.,  guest 
speaker;  Dallas  Rayborn,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  music;  Bill  Mitchell,  pastor. 


LUy  Orchard,  Helena  (Jackson): 
Oct.  29:  starts  at  9:45  a.m.;  Richard 
Ivey,  Pascagoula,  guest  speaker; 
covered  dish,  noon;  Freedom  Gospel 
singers,  Helena,  guest  singers;  ^f£$r-‘ 
noon  singing,  1:30;  thiry  Darden, 
pastor.  d*"'  T 

Walker  Hill  ( Rankin  )£(%(,  ,&'; A£ 
a.m.  and  2:30  p.m.;  dirine^  on  the, 
grounds,  afternoon  singing;  high  at- 
tendance  day  in  Sunday  School ;  Ber¬ 
nard  Nail,  pastor. 

Pope  (Panola):  Oct.  29;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.; 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall  at  12:15;  no 
night  service;  Charles  Stubblefield, 
former  pastor,  now  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Tishomingo  County,  guest 
speaker;  A1  Mullan,  pastor. 

Fellowship  (Simpson):  Oct.  29;  Sun¬ 
day  School,  10  a.m. ;  worship,  11  a.m. ; 
W.  P.  Blair  speaker;  lunch  in 
fellowship  hall  at  noon;  afternoon 
singing;  W.  P.  Blair,  interim  pastor. 

Osyka  (Pike) :  Oct.  29;  Old  Fashion¬ 
ed  and  High  Attendance  Day;  9:30 
a.m.-l  p.m. ;  Mt.  Pleasant  Boys  on  pro¬ 
gram  at  1  p.m.;  Ron  Boysel,  pastor. 


9a 


es 


no 


Jerry  Jofwston 
author  of  Why 
Suicide ■  and 
Going  All  the 
Way 


Homecomings 


we  ire  certain  that  satamsm  exists  ana  it  s 
flourishing  Author  Jerry  Johnston  has 
crisscrossed  the  unitea  States  ana  Canada  In 
search  of  the  truth  In  The  Edge  of  Evil 
Johnston  takes  the  lid  off  satamsm  " 

—  Ceraldo  Rivera 


Hill  Church,  Carthago,  had  ground  breaking  for  its  church  building,  Aug. 
9.  Pictured  are  Milton  Quick  and  Mitton  Coghlan  (with  shovel),  contractors;  Eddie 
Pilgrim,  pastor;  Jamie  Camario,  Lacy  Perry,  Andy  Walker,  Evelyn  Parker,  Russell  Ha* 
roll,  Andy  Pilgrim,  Joe  Perry,  Sammy  King,  Leroy  Adams,  Louie  Perry,  and  Glyn  Cameo. 

Springdale  Church  (Tippah)  will 
host  a  Pastor  Appreciation  Day,  Sun¬ 
day,  Nov.  5.  Regular  morning  services 
will  be  at  10:50  a.m.  with  a  luncheon 
in  the  church  fellowship  hall  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards.  Special  ac¬ 
tivities  are  being  planned  to  honor 
Horace  C.  Thomas,  pastor  since 
November,  1984,  and  his  wife, 
Dellynne. 

Loop  Road  Mission  was  constituted 
into  a  church  Sept.  24.  On  Oct.  1,  J.  B. 
Bell,  interim  pastor,  baptized  four 
people  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
church.  Three  of  these  were  three 
generations  of  the  Odom  Family, 
namely  Mrs.  Lillian  Odom;  Mrs. 
Carolyn  Odom  McCardle,  and  her  son, 
Paul  McCardle.  The  fourth  was  Bran¬ 
di  Malone. 

Calvary,  Gloster,  had  a  note  burn- 
The  membership  of  Piney  Grove  ing  Sunday,  Oct.  1,  during  the  11  a.m. 
Church,  Prentiss  Association,  made  a  service,  for  the  organ  at  a  cost  of 
contribution  to  the  James  Travis  Scholar-  $6,322.68.  Thking  part  in  the  ceremony 
ship  Fund  at  Blue  Mountain  College.  This  were  Gordon  Netterville,  treasurer, 
fund  generated  scholarships  for  11  and  Bob  Rogers,  pastor, 
ministerial  students  for  the  1989-90  God  Hope  Church,  Lena,  is  having 
academic  year.  Shown  presenting  the  Harvest  Day,  Oct.  29  with  regular 
check  to  James  Travis,  left,  is  Billy  Staggs,  morning  services,  dinner  at  the 
right,  pastor  of  Piney  Grove  Church.  church,  and  an  afternoon  program  at 

1:30  with  the  singing  group  “Pro- 
College  Hill  Church,  Vardanian,  mise.”  Odell  Tebo  is  pastor, 
held  dedication  for  its  education  Puppets  SO  to  fair 

.SsSEfffiSSttSt 

***  ty  Junior  College  presented  a  pro¬ 

gram  at  the  County  Fair  in  Laurel. 
Emmanuel,  Pearl,  is  honoring  its  The  program  was  well  received  by 
pastor  and  his  wife,  Tommy  and  fairgoers  who  stopped  to  witness  the 
Janette  Anderson,  with  a  reception  to  presentation.  Amy  Cameron  Is  puppet 
celebrate  their  25th  wedding  anniver-  chairperson,  and  John  Sumner  is  BSU 
sary.  It  will  take  place  Oct.  28  at  7  pm.  director. 


take  place  at  noon.  Tommy  Randall, 
chaplain  at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base, 
will  sing  at  11  a.m.  and  at  a  1  p.m.  con¬ 
cert.  Afternoon  games  and  activities 
will  follow  the  concert.  A  closing  ser¬ 
vice  will  take  place  at  4. 


Ministers  and  Church  and  Denominational  Employees 

Are  you  retiring  soon?  The  Annuity  Funding  Rate  tor 
Annuity  Board  retirement  plans  changes  to  8.0% 
January  1, 1990. 

This  may  affect  anyone  who  retires  after 
November  30, 1989. 

Call  toll-free  1-800-262-0511  for  more  information. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Oct.  29  Evangelistic  People  Search/Scripture  Distribution  (SS 


High  Attendance  Day  in  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis) 

Oct.  30-  MasterLife/MasterBuilder  Workshop;  Gulfshore  Assembly; 
Nov.  3  6:45  p.m.,  30th-Noon,  3rd  (CT) 

Oct.  3-4  Church  Media  Library  Workshop;  FBC,  Louisville;  11  a.m.,  3rd- 
Noon,  4th  (SS) 

Oct.  3-4  GA  Motber/Daughter  Overnight;  Camp  Garaywa;  4  p.m., 
3rd-12:30  p.m.,  4th  (WMU) 


Just  for  the  Record 
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PAGE  1*  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  October  M,  1W> 


Revival  dates 


Liberty,  Flowood  (Rankin):  Oct. 
29-Nov.  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. , 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Carl  Saveli, 
Lakeshore,  Jackson,  evangelist;  Ian 
Richardson,  Liberty,  Flowood,  music; 
Bobby  C.  Waggoner,  pastor. 

New  Ireland,  Union  (Newton) :  Oct. 
29-Nov.  3;  7  p.m.;  Jim  Hill,  Calvary, 
Columbia,  evangelist;  Gerald  Sim¬ 
mons,  Calvary,  Columbia,  music; 
Donald  R.  Silkwood,  pastor. 

Georgetown  (Copiah):  Oct.  29-Nov. 
1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  ;  Carlie  Hill, 
Parkway,  Jackson,  evangelist; 
Hubert  Greer,  Brookhaven,  music 
evangelist;  Lloyd  Wilson,  pastor. 

Harland  Creek  (Holmes):  Oct.  27, 
28, 29;  services,  7  nightly;  homecom¬ 
ing,  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  dinner  on 
grounds;  singing  in  afternoon  with 
“The  Sojourners”  of  Canton;  Larry 
Hendricks,  missionary  to  Costa  Rica, 
evangelist;  Frank  Stidel,  Canton, 
music  evangelist ;  Ellis  Jones,  pastor. 


Briarwood  Drive,  Jackson  (Hinds- 
Madison):  Oct.  29-Nov.  1;  Sunday, 
10:30a.m.  and 7 pm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon 
and  7  pm. ;  Kermit  McGregor,  Baptist 
Children’s  Village,  Clinton,  evangel¬ 
ist;  Danny  and  Renee’  Brock,  Briar- 
wood  Drive,  Jackson,  music;  David  L. 
Merritt,  pastor. 


Emmanuel,  Pearl:  Oct.  29-Nov.  1; 
7  nightly;  Berkley  Boyd  of  Holden, 
La.,  evangelist;  Steve  Tadlock, 
Florence,  music  evangelist;  Tommy 
Anderson,  pastor. 

Riverside,  Long  Beach  (Gulf 
Coast) :  Oct.  29-Nov.  1 ;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  each  evening;  Harold  Bryson, 
professor  of  preaching,  Neto  Orleans 
Seminary,  evangelist;  Sam  Parker 
and  Parker  Snyder,  Riverside,  Long 
Beach,  music;  Talmadge  Rayborn, 
pastor. 

West  Corinth,  Corinth  (Alcorn): 
Oct.  29-Nov.  1;  7  pm.  and  10:40  a.m. 
each  day;  Raymond  Atwood,  director 
of  missions,  Lenoir  City,  Tenn., 
evangelist;  Alvin  K.  Cooper,  pastor. 

Longview  (Oktibbeha) :  Oct.  29-Nov. 
1 ;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  pm. ;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  James  Hutcherson, 
pastor,  evangelist;  Jim  Simpson, 
music. 

Popps  Ferry,  Biloxi  (Gulf  Coast): 
Oct.  29-Nov.  1;  services,  7  p.m.;  Gray 
Allison,  Mid-America  Seminary, 
Memphis,  evangelist;  John  Evans, 
Popps  Ferry,  music;  Don  M.  Snipes, 
pastor. 

Maybank,  Hattiesburg  (Lebanon): 
Oct.  29-Nov.  3;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  6 
pm.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Michael 
Funderburk,  Whigham  Church, 
Whigham,  Ga.,  evangelist;  Dallas 
Rayburn,  Hattiesburg,  music;  Bill 
Mitchell,  pastor. 


First,  Ridgeland,  to 
present  “Destinies” 

First  Church,  Ridgeland,  will  pre¬ 
sent  “Destinies,”  Oct.  26, 27, 28, 30,  and 
31.  “Destinies”  is  a  walk-through 
drama  presenting  two  people’s  lives 
as  they  choose  their  own  eternal  des¬ 
tiny  . . .  Heaven  or  Hell. 

‘This  presentation  is  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  this  area,”  said  Tim  Lawrence, 
youth  director.  “The  drama  presents 
true-to-life  situations  in  young  people’s 
lives  and  promises  to  open  your  eyes 
to  decisions  facing  people  in  their 
everyday  activities.”  The  church  is 
sponsoring  the  event  for  people  of  all 
ages. 

It  will  be  held  in  the  Family  Life 
Center  located  at  302  West  Jackson 
Street  in  Ridgeland.  Groups  of  five  to 
six  people  will  be  guided  through  the 
tour  every  15  minutes  beginning  at  7 
each  night  and  concluding  at  10  pm. 
there  will  be  no  admission  charged. 
For  more  information  contact  the 
church  office,  856-6505. 


Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
serve  in  more  than  115  countries. 


Staff  changes 


Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  Marshall 
Association,  has  called  Jim  Obrecht 
of  Memphis  as  its  minister  of  youth, 
effective  Sept.  25.  A  native  of  Ames, 
Iowa,  he  received  his  education  from 
University  of  Alabama,  and  is 
presently  a  student  at  Mid-America 
Seminary.  Ronald  Rhea  is  pastor. 

Shiloh  Church  in  Winston  County 
has  called  Arnold  Davis  Sr.,  a  native 
of  Clay  County,  Miss.,  as  pastor. 

Davis  was  pastor  of  Friendship 
Church  in  Oktibbeha  County,  New 
Salem  Church  in  Lowndes  County  and 
Murphy  Creek  Church  in  Winston 
County. 

Davis  goes  to  Shiloh  Church  from 
Rosedale  Church  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 
where  he  was  pastor  for  a  little  over 
two  years. 

Greg  L.  Smith  resigned  Maybank 
Church  in  Hattiesburg  as  minister  of 
music,  effective  July  23.  He  has  gone 
to  Indiana  University  in  Bloomington 
to  work  on  a  master’s  degree  in  music 


Noxapater  Church,  Noxapater,  has 
called  Wayne  Sanders  as  pastor,  he  is 
moving  from  First  Church,  Lake  Ci¬ 
ty,  Ark.  Sanders  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Clarke  College  and 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Mike  Howell,  a  Mississippi  pastor 
for  the  past  10  years,  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  Fair  River  Church, 
Brookhaven,  Aug. 
20,  to  enter  full 
time  evangelism. 
In  the  past  six 
months,  while  pas¬ 
tor  of  Fair  River, 
there  were  over  100 
professions  of  faith. 

He  is  available 
for  revivals,  Bible 
conferences,  Jan- 
„  „  uary  Bible  studies, 

Howel1  supply,  or  interim 

pastorates.  Contact  him  at  Box  1276, 
Ridgeland,  MS  39158  or  call  853-1139 
(home)  or  Colonial  Heights  Church, 
956-5000. 


names  in  the  news 


A 


Patsy  Wilson  was  honored  at  a  reception  on  Her  10th  anniversary  as  director  of 
the  Creative  Learning  Center  of  First  Church,  Starkville.  Special  recognition  was  given 
to  her  during  the  morning  worship  service  at  which  time  a  love  offering  was  presented 
from  the  church  family,  the  Creative  Learning  Center,  and  the  Infant  Toddler  Center. 

Mrs.  Wilson  had  the  vision  for  an  Infant  Toddler  Center  where  young  children  would 
receive  care,  and  it  became  a  reality  on  Aug.  2, 1987.  The  center  now  provides  space 
to  care  for  34  newborns  of  six  weeks  to  two  years  old. 

Pictured,  from  left,  are  R.  Raymond  Lloyd,  pastor;  Wilson,  and  Leeza  Glisson, 
chairperson  of  the  Creative  Learning  Center. 

First  Church,  Sharon  recently 
licensed  Steve  Nixon  to  the  gospel 
ministry.  Son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy 
Nixon,  he  is  a 
senior  at  West 
Jones  High  School. 

The  church  called 
him  as  minister  to 
youth. 

Mike  Myers, 

Don  Stewart,  and 
Jerry  Thurman 
were  ordained  as 
deacons  by  First 
Church,  Sharon,  on 
Nixon  sept.  24. 


David  K.  Scobey  was  ordained  a 
deacon  at  First  Church,  Coffeeville,  at 
7:30  p.m.  Oct.  1.  Hilliard  Griffin 
brought  the  charge  to  him;  Bert 
Scobey,  David's  father,  charged  the 
church;  and  George  Denley  led  the  or¬ 
dination  prayer.  Truman  D.  Scar¬ 
borough  is  pastor. 


Evergreen  Church,  Winston  Associa¬ 
tion,  on  Sept  17  honored  Wilma  Sanders 
and  Florence  Emma  Metts  for  their  many 
years  of  service  in  the  church  nursery 
Each  was  given  a  corsage,  a  Bible,  a  fram¬ 
ed  certificate  of  appreciation,  and  lunch 
at  the  church  with  the  church  family. 
Leonard  Howell  is  pastor. 


Here’s  Hope 

Prospect  Cultivation  Seminar 
November  6,  1989 


Target  audience: 


Locations: 


Time: 


Registration: 


ice:  The  primary  audience  ior  this  seminar  is  pastors,  Sun¬ 
day  School  directors,  general  and  class  outreach 
leaders.  Department  directors  and  teachers  who  want 
to  build  reaching  Sunday  School  will  benefit.  The 
seminar  will  have  specific  application  to  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  and  ideas. 

Seminars  will  be  held  on  the  same  evening  in  nine 
locations  — 

FBC,  Batesville  —  Randy  Tompkins 

FBC,  Starkville  —  Larry  Salter 

West  Jackson  Street,  Tupelo  —  Emmett  Wade 

North  Greenwood,  Greenwood  —  Keith  Wilkinson 

FBC,  Clinton  —  Bill  Crider 

FBC,  Brookhaven  —  Gary  Shows 

FBC,  Gultport  —  Keith  Williams 

Main  Street,  Hattiesburg  —  Glen  Williams 

Poplar  Springs  Dr.,  Meridian  —  Judd  Allen 

6:00  -  6:45  p.m.  —  Meal 
6:45  -  9: 15  p.m.  —  Seminar 

Attendance  will  be  by  pre-registration.  Registration 
cost  is  $4.00.  This  includes  a  meal  and  seminar 

too  to  be  paid  at  door. 
_ * _ _ 

■’U.-’.if  i  f\iuo  )  .svo!  ben: 


iorm  and  to: 
Sunday  School  Department 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


Name _ _ _ Address _ 

City - Zip _ Churcl 

Please  register _ ,  persons  from  our  church. 

We  will  attend  the  following  seminar: 

FBC.  Batesville _  FBC,  Gulfport _ 

FBC,  Starkville _  FBC,  Brookhaven _ 

FBC,  Clinton _ -  Main  Street,  Hattiesburg  _ 


West  Jackson  St..  Tupelo _ 

Poplar  Springs  Dr.,  Meridian 
N.  Greenwood.  Greenwood . 


Stand  firm,”  Paul  says  to  Thessalonians 


By  BUly  R.  Williams 
II  Thessalonians  2:1-15 
Paul  desired  that  the  hope  of  the  Second  (Dom¬ 
ing  of  Christ  and  the  uniting  of  believers  with 
him  become  a  settling  force  in  the  lives  of  his 

-  converts  (verse  1). 

Therefore,  he  admonished 
the  Thessalonian  Christians 
not  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
false  report  that  he,  Paul, 
was  teaching  that  the  day  of 
the  Lord  had  already  come 
(as  from  us,  ver»e  2).  He 
denied  having  received  a 
special  revelation  to  this  ef¬ 
fect  (by  spirit)  or  that  he 
had  said  such  in  a  sermon 
Williams  (by  word)  or  written  it  in  a 
letter  (vs.  2). 

The  Thessalonians  should  not  be  tricked  in¬ 
to  accepting  this  false  teaching  for,  as  Paul 
reminded,  two  important  events  had  to  occur 
before  the  Day  of  the  Lord  would  come  (verse 
3).  First,  there  would  be  a  “falling  away”  from 
God.  This  does  not  mean  merely  disbelieving 
but  rather  an  aggressive  and  positive  rebellion 
against  God.  The  second  event  which  must  oc¬ 
cur  will  be  the  revelation  of  the  man  of  sin  ( man 
of  lawlessness,  NAS).  This  is  his  title  not 
because  he  does  not  know  the  law  of  God  but 
because  he  refuses  to  abide  by  it.  He  is  also  call- 
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ed  “the  son  of  perdition”  (destruction)  as  was 
Judas  Iscariot  (John  17:12),  indicating  his  cer¬ 
tain  destruction. 

Many  suggestions  have  been  made  as  to  who 
this  man  of  sin  is.  Some  have  identified  him 
with  some  historical  personage,  for  throughout 
history  there  have  been  many  who  have  rebell¬ 
ed  against  God.  The  scripture  warns  that  there 
will  appear  from  time  to  time  men  so  wicked 
and  evil  that  they  may  be  called  “Antichrists” 
(I  John  2:18).  However,  Paul  seems  to  refer, 
though  he  does  not  use  the  term,  to  that 
ultimate  and  final  personification  of  evil  —  the 
Antichrist.  He  is  not  Satan,  for  he  is  distinguish¬ 
ed  from  him :  but  he  is  Satan’s  instrument,  em¬ 
powered  by  Satan’s  spirit  (verse  9).  Just  as  his 
master,  the  man  of  sin  will  attempt  to  dethrone 
God.  He  will  exalt  himself  above  God,  and  will 
sit  in  the  temple  proclaiming  that  he  is  God  ( vs. 
4). 

These  things  which  Paul  mentioned  were  not 
new  to  the  Thessalonian  Christians  for  they 
were  a  part  of  his  earlier  teachings.  In  verse 
6,  Paul  reminded  the  Thessalonians  that  the 
man  of  sin  was  being  held  back  by  a  restrain¬ 
ing  power  which  in  verse  7  he  called  a  person. 
Although  the  principle  of  lawlessness  was 
already  at  work,  the  man  of  sin  would  not  be 


revealed  until  the  restraining  force  was  remov¬ 
ed  (verse  7).  However,  the  appearance  of  the 
lawless  one  was  not  to  be  feared  for  the  Lord 
would  deal  easily  with  him  by  only  “the  spirit 
of  his  mouth.”  The  mere  appearance  of  the  Lord 
would  render  the  man  of  sin  completely  in¬ 
operative  (shall  destroy,  verse  8). 

Who  or  what  is  this  restraining  power?  Some 
scholars  have  suggested  the  Roman  govern¬ 
ment,  while  others  interpret  this  restraining 
force  to  be  government  in  general.  Other  inter- 

E relations  include  Satan,  or  some  other  angelic 
eing,  or  even  the  Gospel.  Millennialists  believe 
that  since  the  power  must  be  greater  than 
Satan,  then  only  God,  in  the  person  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  could  be  the  restraining  force.  They 
believe  that  with  the  rapture  of  the  church,  the 
Holy  Spirit’s  “residence,”  though  not  his 
presence,  will  be  removed.  This  will  allow  the 
man  of  sin  to  manifest  himself. 

Whatever  Paul  meant  by  the  restraining 
power,  his  use  of  the  phrase  “in  his  time”  ( verse 
6)  indicates  that  God  is  in  complete  charge  of 
the  whole  process.  When  God’s  time  comes,  and 
not  till  then,  the  man  of  sin  will  make  his 
appearance. 

In  verses  9  and  10,  Paul  spoke  of  the 
counterfeiting  power  of  the  Lawless  One.  He 
will  have  a  “parousia”  (a  coming)  just  as  Christ 
•does.  As  Christ  was  empowered  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  so  the  man  of  sin  will  be  empowered  by 


Satan  and  in  that  power  perform  counterfeit 
miracles  (verse  9).  However,  unlike  Christ  who 
comes  to  bring  light  and  life,  the  man  of  sin  will 
come  to  deceive  those  people  already  on  the 
way  to  destruction.  These  people  are  deceived 
and  perish  because  they  will  give  no  welcome 
(received  not)  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  Christ 
(verse  10). 

Those  who  refuse  to  accept  the  truth,  taking 
pleasure  in  their  sin  (verse  12),  will  be  given 
up  by  God  to  their  own  sinful  choice  (verse  11) 
and  judged  for  that  choice  (verse  12). 

Paul  moved  from  the  tragic  picture  of  4k 
deluded  followers  of  the  man  of  sin  to  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  thanks  for  the  Thessalonians  who  were 
being  saved  by  faith  in  Christ  (verse  13).  Paul 
described  the  salvation  of  believers  as  rooted 
in  the  eternal  choice  of  God,  brought  out  in  time 
by  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
completed  as  they  shared  in  the  very  glory  of 
Christ  in  the  life  to  come  (verses  13  and  14). 

Therefore,  since  God  has  included  the 
Thessalonians  in  his  purpose,  and  that  purpose 
cannot  be  overthrown  by  Satan  or  the  An¬ 
tichrist.  Paul  admonished  them  to  stand  fast 
against  all  opposition,  persecution,  and  false 
doctrine  ( verse  15) .  They  are  to  guard  and  keep 
the  instructions  which  Paul  had  given  them 
( traditions )  by  means  of  oral  teaching  and  writ¬ 
ten  communication  (verse  15b). 

Billy  Williams  is  pastor.  First,  Gautier. 


God  gives  the  power  for  missions  proclamations 


By  Randall  L.  Von  Kanel 
Acts  1:8;  2:1-4,  36-41 

The  call  to  do  God’s  will  is  always  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  promise  of  his  enabling. 
Zechariah  recorded,  “Not  by  might,  nor  by 
power,  but  by  my  spirit, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts” 
(Zech.  4:6).  We  cannot  do 
the  will  of  God  apart  from 
the  power  of  God  as  given 
through  the  indwelling, 
anointing  Holy  Spirit  of  God. 
To  do  missions  necessitates 
more  than  the  impotency  of 
human  effort.  With  the 
psalmist  we  must  claim, 
.  “The  Lord  is  the  strength  of 
Von  Kanel  my  life»  (Psalm  27 ; lb) .  The 

central  truth  of  our  lesson  is  that  “through  the 
Holy  Spirit  God  provides  us  the  power  needed 
to  accomplish  the  world  missions  task.” 

As  we  continue  in  the  study  of  our  unit,  ‘The 
Biblical  Foundations  for  Missions,”  we  move  to 
the  consideration  of  the  power  needed  for  the 
missions  task.  As  Jesus  gave  his  “marching 
orders”  to  the  disciples  prior  to  his  ascension 
into  heaven,  he  charged  them  to  “wait  for  the 
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promise  of  the  Father”  —  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  (Acts  1:4-5).  Our  focal  passage 
outlines  this  charge,  the  subsequent  events  of 
the  story,  and  the  effective  results  of  having 
waited  on  the  promise.  When  God’s  people  know 
in  experience  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God 
will  use  them  powerfully  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  divine  mission. 

I.  Waiting  for  power 

In  Acts  1:8,  Jesus  promised  his  disciples  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  would  soon  come  to  enable  them 
to  go  into  their  world  as  the  first  Christian  mis¬ 
sionaries.  The  power  (Gr.  =  dunamin)  was  to 
be  the  spiritual  power  necessary  for  carrying 
out  the  mandate,  “Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me.”  Prepared  by  the  indwelling  power  of  the 
life-giving  Spirit,  the  disciples  were  then  to  go 
and  witness.  Their  “going”  was  contingent  upon 
their  having  been  empowered.  We  will  do  well 
to  note  that  Jesus  did  not  promise  power  for 
power’s  sake.  The  enduring  of  spiritual  power, 
actually  spiritual  life,  was  for  the  purpose  of 
witness.  The  power  was  not  the  end,  but  rather 
the  beginning,  of  a  whole  new  life  of  sharing  the 


Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  God  grants  his 
power  for  service. 

As  the  Holy  Spirit  was  promised  to  the  church 
for  the  accomplishment  of  her  world  missions 
task,  so  today  we  must  recognize  that  we  are 
called  and  endued  for  missions.  We  dare  not  go 
without  his  power,  and  we  equally  dare  not  be 
endued  and  not  go!  When  as  Christians  we  seek 
the  fullness  of  his  Spirit  we  do  so  for  service, 
not  self. 

II.  Receiving  the  power 

Pentecost  is  more  than  a  Jewish  holiday  to 
Christians.  This  day  marks  the  historical  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Church’s  commitment  to  missions. 
The  Spirit  came  in  power  and  gave  power.  In 
Acts  2:1-4,  Luke  records  the  events  of  that 
memorable  Pentecost.  The  disciples  were  do¬ 
ing  as  Jesus  had  commanded  —  waiting.  Note 
the  observation  that  “they  were  all  with  one  ac¬ 
cord  in  one  place”  (v.  1).  Having  understood  the 
promise  of  Acts  1:8,  they  waited  expectantly  in 
obedience  to  their  Lord. 

Then,  with  sights  and  sounds  (wind  and  fire), 
the  Holy  Spirit  dramatically  endued  the  lives 
of  these  faithful  believers  (w.  2-4a).  In  biblical 
usage,  wind  and  fire  often  symbolize  the  Spirit 
of  God.  The  writer  likened  (note  use  of  “as  of”) 


the  visible  manifestations  of  the  coming  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  the  powerful  display  of  “a  rushing 
mighty  wind”  and  “cloven  tongues  of  fire"  (vv. 
2-3).  The  very  power  of  God  “filled”  the 
disciples,  equipping  them  for  the  task  of  mis¬ 
sions.  They  were  promised  the  power  of  God, 
and  God  granted  that  power  in  a  convincing 
way. 

III.  Exercising  the  power 

Having  been  empowered,  the  disciples  exer¬ 
cised  that  power  in  the  proclamation  of  the 
Gospel.  In  Acts  2:4b,  Luke  states  that  they 
“began  to  speak  in  other  languages  (known 
languages  of  the  Mediterranean  theater)  as  the 
Spirit  gave  ability  to  them  to  speak.”  They  could 
not  have  spoken  in  a  language  they  did  not  per¬ 
sonally  know  apart  from  God’s  enabling  power. 

In  Acts  2:36-41,  the  power  of  God  is  evident 
in  the  bold  proclamation  by  Peter.  Having 
issued  a  message  in  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  Peter  witnessed  lives  being  changed  as 
the  Gospel  penetrated  into  the  hearts  of  those 
who  heard.  When  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
fills  the  life  of  a  believer,  the  result  will  be  a 
powerful  witness  to  our  Lord! 

Randall  Von  Kanel  is  pastor.  First, 
Hattiesburg. 


Encouragement  from  Paul  in  difficult  times 


By  R.  Raymond  Lloyd 
II  Thessalonians  1:1-12 
II  Thessalonians  was  written  to  correct  cer¬ 
tain  misconceptions  regarding  the  Lord’s 
return.  Being  convinced  that  the  return  of  the 
Lord  was  imminent,  many 
of  the  believers,  having  been 
encouraged  by  Paul  to  be 
watchful  (I.  Thess.  5:2,  6), 
decided  to  do  nothing  but 
watch  and  wait.  This  meant 
other  believers  in  the  church 
were  carrying  an  extra 
burden  in  ministering  to 
them. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  a 
( lo  d  preacher  to  be  misunder¬ 
stood,  and  Paul  sets  out  to 
put  the  things  he  had  taught  about  the  Lord’s 
return  in  proper  perspective  The  primary  focus 
of  the  second  letter,  which  probably  followed  the 
first  by  no  more  than  a  few  weeks,  is  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  signs  that  will  precede  the  Second 
Coming  (21:3-12).  lb  begin  with,  he  deals  with 
their  most  pressing  need,  that  of  encourage¬ 
ment  amidst  their  persecutions.  Three  en¬ 
couragements  are  given:  praise,  promise,  and 
prayer  (Wiersbe). 

The  encouragement  of  praise  (1:1-4)  Follow¬ 
ing  a  salutation,  he  proceeds  to  give  thanks  for 
the  believers.  Paul  uses  good  psychology,  com- 
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mending  before  correcting. 

He  commends  them  for  .their  growing  faith 
(vs.  3a),  increasing  Jove  (vs.  3b  X,  and  enduring 
patience  {verb.  Note  the  absence  of  “hope”.  In 
I  Thess.  3,  J^uU)AdJ¥^¥!d  fQTj&eUl  growth in 
faith,  hope,  and  love.  Could  the  omission  here 
be  caused  bg^^^anfefioq  about  their “hope” 
—  the  primary  issue  with  wmch  Paul  deals  in 
this  letter?rt5?>n> 1  ‘  1  n 

His  commendation  for  their  patient  en¬ 
durance  for  “persecutions”  and  “tribulations” 
is  not  a  passive  kind  of  suffering.  Hupomene 
describes  a  patience  which  not  only  constant¬ 
ly  endures  circumstances,  but  which  “accepts 
the  blows  of  life, . . .  and  transforms  them  into 
stepping  stones  to  new  achievement.” 
(Barclay). 

Their  faith,  love,  and  endurance,  Paul  shared 
with  other  churches.  Though  they  knew  it  not, 
their  witness  for  Christ  was  benefiting  other 
believers.  Who  knows  how  your  faith  and  love 
and  patience  is  causing  others  to  grow  in  the 
Lord? 

The  encouragement  of  promise.  (1:5-10). 
Christians  who  suffer  materially,  physically,  or 
otherwise,  need  the  fresh  assurance  of  that 
given  by  the  confident  farmer:  “God  doesn’t 
settle  all  accounts  in  September.”  This  promise 


of  God  is  clearly  stated  here. 

For  the  Christian  there  will  be  reward  (vss. 
5,  7a).  Being  “made  worthy”  does  not  imply 
that  their  sufferings  earned  them  the  right  of 
a  reward.  God  uses  suffering  to  develop  his  peo- 

Ele  And  some  day  their  present  situation  will 
e  reversed  and  they  will  be  rewarded.  Never 
did  our  Lord  promise  the  Christian  life  would 
be  easy.  In  fact,  he  taught  that  his  disciples 
would  face  difficulties  and  trials.  But  here  is  a 
fresh  reminder  of  the  reward  for  their  faith. 

For  the  wicked  there  will  be  a  repayment 
(vss.  6,  7b-9).  God  will  recompense  in  kind  on 
the  persecutors  (vs.  6b  literally,  to  the  ones  af¬ 
flicting  you,  affliction).  Note  the  potent  words 
used  to  describe  their  future:  tribulation  (vs. 
6) ;  flaming  fire  (vs.  8) ;  vengeance  (vs.  8  —  an 
activity  of  God  only);  punishment  (vs.  9: 
everlasting  destruction  (vs.  9  —  not  annihila¬ 
tion,  but  eternal  separation  from  God:  literal¬ 
ly  —  eternal  destruction  away  from  the  face  of 
the  Lord). 

This  reward  and  repayment  will  all  take 
place  at  the  return  of  Christ  (vss.  7,  10).  This 
is  righteous  judgment  (vss.  5-6).  The  root  mean¬ 
ing  of  righteous  is  “straight,  a  norm.”  This  is 
God’s  standard.  His  judgment  upon  the  faithful 
and  upon  the  wicked  will  be  in  accordance  with 
his  very  nature.  For  the  wicked  —  there  is  eter¬ 
nal  separation.  For  the  faithful  the  last  phrase 
of  vs.  10  is  the  ultimate  blessing.  They  will  have 


viewed  Christ’s  glory.  “It  will  be  so  far  beyond 
their  expectations  that  they  will  be  caught  up 
in  wonder  and  admiration,  lost  in  amazement.” 
(Hobbs).  “No  mere  man  has  ever  seen,  heard, 
or  even  imagined  what  wonderful  things  God 
has  ready  for  those  who  love  the  Lord.  (I  Cor. 
2:9  Phillips). 

The  encouragement  of  prayer  (1:1-12).  In 
the  midst  of  their  present  circumstances  Paul 
assures  them  of  his  constant  prayer.  He  prays 
that  they  will  live  up  to  their  calling  (vs.  11a) ; 
that  their  aspirations  and  efforts  wifi  find  fulfil¬ 
ment  through  God’s  power  (vs.  lib  “that  by  his 
power,  he  may  fulfill  every  good  purpose  of 
yours  and  every  act  prompted  by  your  faith.” 
—  NIV.  Obedience  and  service  do  not  originate 
in  human  efforts,  but  from  God’s  power  that  is 
present  in  our  lives  when  placed  in  his  hands) ; 
that  Jesus  Christ  will  be  glorified  in  his  saints, 
not  just  when  he  returns  (vs.  10),  but  now.  Note 
here  that  when  we  bring  honor  and  glory  to  the 
entire  person  of  Christ  in  our  lives  now,  he  will 
reciprocate  and  do  the  same  for  us. 

What  a  glorious  passage  of  encouragement 
for  any  Christian,  but  especially  one  who  car¬ 
ries  a  heavy  load.  God’s  justice  will  ultimately 
prevail  and  “the  sufferings  of  this  present  time 
are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory 
that  shall  be  revealed”  (Rom.  8:18).  The  best 
for  the  believer  is  yet  to  be. 

Raymond  Lloyd  is  pastor.  First,  Starkville. 
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Baptist  teachers,  students  return  to  China  posts 


Cooperative  Services  International,  as  all  teachers  eligible  for  another  the  Chinese  people,”  said  Charlie 
joined  most  other  foreigners  in  leav-  year  returned.  Wilson,  CSI  educational  resource 

ing  China  after  the  crackdown.  However,  the  Chinese  government  coordinator  for  China. 

Chinese  students  at  most  universities  canceled  the  United  States’  Fulbright  “Right  now  we’re  very  thankful  to 
boycotted  classes,  closing  out  the  scholar  exchange  program  in  retalia-  just  be  there.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
spring  semester  a  month  early,  tion  for  the  U.S.  government’s  support  summer,  even  our  presence  was  in 
Cooperative  Services  International  of  the  Chinese  pro-democracy  move-  question.” 

also  canceled  its  summer  language  ment.  Fulbright  scholars  slated  for  Even  at  the  end  of  August,  pro¬ 
institutes.  China  are  studying  in  other  Asian  na-  spects  for  a  return  to  China  looked 

The  52  CSI  teachers  and  students  in  tions.  The  British  university  system  bleak.  Administrators  at  many 
this  fall’s  group  comprise  the  largest  also  decided  not  to  send  students  or  Chinese  universities  postponed  begin- 
number  assigned  to  China  by  the  teachers  to  China.  ning  dates  for  classes  several  times. 

Southern  Baptist  organization  in  its  Some  organizations  have  curtailed  Invitations  to  foreign  teachers  from 
four-year  existence.  The  46  teachers  their  China  involvement  as  a  protest  Chinese  officials  lagged  behind 
in  the  group  top  by  nearly  one-third  against  the  Chinese  government’s  ac-  schedule.  CSI  leaders  worried  that 
last  year’s  total  of  35.  The  six  students  tivities  during  the  student-led  teachers  would  not  have  enough  time 
double  last  year’s  figure.  demonstrations.  Others  have  ex-  to  secure  visas  once  the  invitations 

Figures  quoted  in  China’s  official  perienced  cancellations  or  had  dif-  came. 

People’s  Daily  newspaper  indicated  ficulty  securing  applicants  after  the  “There  were  many  loose  ends  about 
CSI  teachers  make  up  nearly  one-  Tiananmen  Square  incident.  assignments,”  Wilson  admitted.  “We 

fourth  of  the  205  English-language'  “Some  people  feel  our  presence  (in  had  the  people,  but  we  didn’t  have  the 
teachers  from  the  United  States  and  China)  may  be  used  for  propaganda  invitations.  At  the  last  minute,  we  had 
Canada  working  in  Chinese  colleges  purposes,”  said  Shelby.  “We  don’t  want  to  change  some  assignments”  as  in- 
and  universities  this  fall.  that  to  happen,  but  if  it  happens,  that’s  vitations  came  in. 

CSI  increased  the  number  of  its  the  trade-off.  Our  enhanced  relation-  Both  CSI  and  Chinese  officials  are 
China  personnel  as  other  sending  ship  with  the  Chinese  people  concerned  about  the  reaction  Chinese 
organizations  reduced  their  com-  outweighs  any  propaganda  gains  or  students  and  teachers  might  have  now 
mitments  to  China.  CSI  accepted  considerations.”  toward  foreign  teachers. 

Chinese  educators’  requests  to  fill  CSI  administrators  huddled  during  “Chinese  educators  are  anxious  to 
slots  vacated  by  some  other  organiza-  the  summer  in  Hong  Kong  to  discuss  do  education,”  said  Wilson.  “We  want 
tions,  although  CSI  officials  insisted  future  efforts  in  China  and  what  their  to  help  them  do  education.  What 
they  are  not  trying  to  undercut  the  response  to  the  military  crackdown  they’re  unsure  of,  and  what  we’re  un¬ 
work  of  other  groups.  would  be.  They  concluded  that  “we  sure  of,  is  the  extent  to  which  a 

CSI  personnel  are  scattered  are  in  China  as  guests  of  the  Chinese  political  education  campaign  might 
throughout  21  colleges  and  univer-  government  and  the  Chinese  people,  affect  our  academic  work, 
sities  in  10  Chinese  provinces.  But  of-  CSI  is  there  to  help  and  to  serve  as  “They’re  concerned  that  any  policy 
ficials  decided  not  to  assign  person-  friends  of* the  Chinese  people,”  Shelby  changes  that  might  come  down  from 
nel  to  remote  regions  of  the  country  related.  Beijing  —  which  would  be  more  con- 

because  the  political  situation  in  “It  is  not  appropriate  for  us  to  pro-  servative,  meaning  less  open  to 
China  still  is  tense.  test  anything,  or  to  sit  in  judgment  reform  and  change  —  might  negative- 


Mt.  Pleasant  (Marshall):  Sept.  Woodland  (Chickasaw):  Sept.  24-27; 
10-15;  Don  Stanfield,  associational  Danny  Lafferty,  Ocean  Springs, 
missionary  (Lafayette-Marshall)  preaching;  Willie  Huffman,  music; 
preaching;  Eddie  Holms,  Mt.  Plea-  six  professions  of  faith  and  30 
sant,  music;  two  professions  of  faith  rededications;  Mark  McDonald, 
and  50  rededications;  Ronald  Rhea,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Richland  (Rankin): 
Sept.  10-14;  Walter  K.  Ayers,  Garland, 
*  .  TT  .  j  Tex.,  preaching;  Curtis  Hatcher, 

Americans  United  Richland,  musician;  41  professions  of 

■m  w-r  .  .  faith;  eight  rededications;  two  addi- 

eiWrTalentme  tions  by  letter;  Allen  H.  Stephens, 

pastor. 

SILVER  SPRING,  Md.  (BP)  —  Foy  Danville,  Rienzi  (Alcorn):  Sept. 
Valentine  has  been  chosen  as  presi-  17-20 ;  Johnny  Parrack,  Corinth, 
dent  of  Americans  United  for  Separa-  evangelist;  five  professions  of  faith 
tion  of  Church  and  State.  and  three  rededications ;  Tommy 

Valentine,  who  was  executive  direc-  Leatherwood,  pastor, 
tor  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 

Life  Commission  for  almost  three  East  Moss  Point  (Jackson):  Sept, 
decades,  was  elected  to  the  10-15;  Donald  Cotten,  Louisville, 
Americans  United  post  during  its  Na-  evangelist;  Randall  Wells,  Gulfport, 
tional  Conference  on  Church  and  State  music ;  two  professions  of  faith,  one 
Sept.  25-26  in  Alexandria,  Va.  He  sue-  rededication;  Harold  A.  Anderson, 
ceeds  'James  C.  Corman,  a  pastor. 

First  Church,  Mount  Olive  (Cov¬ 
ington):  Sept.  17-21;  John  Sapp, 
Saucier,  evangelist;  Eugene  Winters, 
Hattiesburg,  guest  musician;  LeBron 
Matthews,  pastor;  two  professions  of 
faith;  three  additions  by  letter;  and 
eight  rededications. 

Carmel  Church,  Monticello,  and  its  c 

Brotherhood  are  sponsoring  a  benefit  r,j  o  <*■» 

for  member  Rayford  Turner  who  is  1  o 

undergoing  continuous  cancer  ^ 

treatment. 

The  benefit  will  take  place  Nov.  4  at  _»o 

7  p.m.  at  the  Monticello  Protestant  ^4  < 

Family  Life  Center  on  Highway  27  ^ 

South  in  Monticello.  Q  .TV-1  P 

Singers  wifl  be  Sandy  Brister,  The  n  •>  q  ^ 

Divide  Trio,  Sherrod  Rayborn  and  the  5^  h-  n 

Sonshine  Trio,  F.E.  Sellers,  The  Glory  ^  ^ 

Bound  Boys,  The  Deacons,  Euel  Qn  2 

Nelson,  and  Terry  Reynolds.  ^^4  ‘  ^  c 

A  love  offering  will  be  taken.  v-  ° 


Carmel  sponsors 
benefit  for  member 


Saved 


As  I  walked  through  the  dry,  crisp  woods 
on  a  warm,  yet  spring  day 
my  mind  wandered  endlessly  over 
the  short  life  I’d  carelessly  portrayed. 

I  thought  of  memories  from  the  past 
picturing  laughter  and  also  pain 
and  how  every  moment  of  life  I  know 
had  simply  been  in  vain. 

I  found  myself  wandering  hopelessly  lost 
in  a  “life”  with  no  direction 
searching  for  some  sort  of  purpose  or  goal 
and  finding  nothing  but  imperfection. 

I  asked  Him  why  he  loved  me 
and  why  he  cares  the  way  he  does 
why  he  gave  yet  another  chance 
to  the  ungrateful  thing  I  was. 

He  replied  with  not  a  solitary  word 
but  instead  with  a  single  tear 
as  God  lowered  his  hand  gently  from  heaven 
and  took  away  my  fear. 

—Craig  Heard,  16 
Ripley 


The  Inn  of  the  Holy  Cross 

The  journey  ahead  seemed  so  weary 
With  the  dust  and  the  grime  from  the  street. 

No  goal,  no  feat  to  accomplish, 

A  hunger,  with  nothing  to  eat. 

There  an  inn  I  saw  by  the  wayside; 

I  knocked,  and  he  handed  me  bread 
With  no  questions  he  cleansed  and  dressed  me 
With  a  robe  for  the  journey  ahead. 

He  gave  me  the  shield  of  salvation 
And  shod  me  to  go  to  the  lo6t. 

The  name  of  the  place  where  I  met  him 
Was  the  INN  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS. 


Blackwater  to 
celebrate  150th 

Blackwater  Church  of  Kemper 
Association  will  have  a  sesquicenten- 
nial  celebration  on  April  8, 1990.  This 
150  year  old  church  was  chartered  on 
April  22,  1840. 

The  mailing  address  is:  Rt.  1,  Box 
301,  Daleville,  MS  39326.  The  phone 
numbers  are  681-8221  and  681-8219. 
Clayton  Littlejohn  is  pastor. 
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